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[THE intercourse of nations, es- 
pecially that knowledge of Eastern 
Asia, which hath lately taken place, 
hath brought the Western church 
into acquaintance with many bodies 
of men, some of Jewish extract, or 
proselytes ; some the descendants 
of Christian churches planted in 
the apostolic days, who receive and 
believe the whole, or some parts of 
the true word of God.—This is a 
happy circumstance to aid the in- 
troduction of Christianity, in its 
purity through immense regions of 
Heathen. 

As these discoveries are made, 
we shall endeavor to communicate 
them to our readers. 

Through the Western parts of 
Asia, and the north of Europe is 
spread, intermixed with Mahom- 
edan imposture and other supersti- 
tions, what hath been called the 
Greek, or Eastern church. As but 
a small part of our readers are ac- 
quainted with the origin, constitu- 
tion and tenets of the Greek 
church, we introduce the following 
extract. 

These, with many extracts in 
our preceding numbers, show the 
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immense preparation that is made 
by the providence of God, for the 
spread of pure Christianity through 
the earth. Ep. 


HE Greek Church com- 

prehends in its bosom a 
considerable part of Greece, the 
Grecian Isles, Wallachia, Mal- 
davia, Egypt, Abyssinia, Nubia, 
Lybia, Arabia, Mesopotamia, 
Syria, Cilicia, and Palestine, 
which are all under the juris- 
diction of the patriarchs of Con- 
stantinople, Alexandria,  Anti- 
och, and Jerusalem. If to these 
we add the whole of the Rus- 
sian empire in Europe, great 
part of Siberiain Asia, Astra- 
can, Casan, and Georgia, it will 
be evident that the Greek church 
has a wider ‘extent of territory 
than the Latin, with all the 
branches which have sprung 
from it; and that it is with 
great impropriety that the 
church of Rome is called by her 
members the catholic or univer- 
sal church. That in these 
widely distant countries the pro~ 
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f{essors of Christianityare agreed 
in every mioute article of be- 
lief, it would be rash to assert ; 
but there is certainly such an 
agreement among them, with 
respect both to "faith and to 
discipline, that they mutually 
hold communion with each oth- 
er, and are, in fact, but one 
church. It is called the Greck 
church, in contradistinction to 
the Latin or Romish church ; 
asalso the Eastern, in distinc- 
tion from the Western church. 
We shall here present the rea- 
der with a view of its rise, ten- 
ets, and discipline. 

I. Greek Church, rise and seft- 
aration of. The Greek church 
is considered as a separation 
from the Latin. In the middle 
of the ninth century, the contro- 
versy relating to the procession 
of the Holy Ghost (which had 
been started in the sixth centu- 
ry) became a point of great im- 
portance, on account of the jeal- 
ousy and ambition which at that 
lime were blended with it. 
Photius, the patriarch of Jeru- 
salem, having been advanced to 
that sce in the room of Ignatius 
whom he procured to be depos- 
cd, was solemnly excommuni- 
cated by pope Nicholas, in a 
council held at Rome, and his 
ordination declared null and 
void. ‘The Greek emperor re- 
sented this conduct of the pope, 
who defended himself with 
great spirit and resolution. 
Photius, in his turn, convened 
what he called an ecumenical 
council, in which he pronoun- 
ced sentence of excommunica- 
tion and deposition against the 
pope, and got it subscribed by 
twenty-one bishops and others, 
wmounting in number to a thou- 
sund. This occasioned a wide 
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breach between the sees of 
Rome and Constantinople, 
However, the death of the em- 
peror Michael, andthe deposi- 
tion of Photius, subsequent 
thereupon, seem to have restor. 
ed peace ; for the emperor Ba- 
sil held a council at Constanti. 
nople, in the year 869, in which 
entire satisfaction was given to 
pope Adrian ; but the schism 
was only smothered and sup- 
pressed for a while. The 
Greek church had several com- 
plaints against the Latin ; par. 
ticularly it was thought a great 
hardship for the Greeks to sub- 
scribe to the definition of a 
council according to the Ro- 
man form, prescribed by the 
pope, since it made the church 
of Constantinople dependant on 
that of Rome, and set the pope 
above an cecumenical council ; 
but, above all, the pride and 
haughtiness of the Rornan court 
gave the Greeks a great distate ; 
and as their deportment seemed 
to insult his Imperial majesty, 
it entirely alienated the affec- 
tions of the emperor Basil. 
Towards the middle of the 
eleventh century, Michael Cer- 
ularius, patriarch of Constanti- 
nople, opposed the Latins, with 
respect to their making use of 
unleavened bread in the eucha- 
rist, their observation of the sab- 
bath, and fasting on Saturdays, 
charging them. with living in 
communion with the Jews. °To 
this pope Leo 1X replied ; and, 
in his apology for the Latins, 
declaimed very warmly against 
the false doctrine of the Greeks; 
and interposed, at the same 
time, the authority of his see. 
He likewise, by his legates, ex- 
communicated the patriarch ; iv 
the church of Santa Sophi., 
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which gave the last shock to the 
reconciliation attempted a Jong 
time after, but to no purpose; for 
from that time the hatred of the 
Greeks to the Latins, and of the 
Latins to the Grecks, became 
insuperable, insomuch that they 
have continued ever since sepa- 
rated from each other’s com- 
munion. 

II. Greek church, tenets of. 
The following are some of the 
chief tenets held by the Greek 
church :—They disown the au- 
thority of the pope, and deny 
that the church of Rome is the 
true catholic church. They 
do not baptize their children till 
they are three, four, five, six, 
ten, nay sometimes eighteen 
years of age: baptism ‘is per- 
formed by triune immersion. 
They insist that the sacrament 
of the Lord’s supper ought to 
be administered in both kinds, 
and they give the sacrament to 


children immediately after bap- 


tism. They grant no indulgen- 
ces, nor do they lay any claim 
to the character of infallibility. 
like the church of Rome. They 
deny that there is any such 
place ws purgatory ; notwith- 
standing they pray for the dead, 
that God would have mercy on 
them at the general judgment. 
They practise the invocation of 
saints ; though they say, they 
do not invoke them as deities, 
but as intercessors with God. 
They exclude confirmation, ex- 
treme unction, and matrimony, 
out of the seven sacraments. 
They deny auricular confession 
to be a divine precept, and say it 
is only a positive injunction of 
the church. They pay no reli- 
gious homage to the eucharist. 
‘They administer the commun- 
ton. in both kinds to the laity, 
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both in sickness arid in health, 
though they have never applied 
themselves to their confessors ; 
because they are persuaded that 
a lively faith is all which is re- 
quisite for the worthy receiving 
of the Lord’s supper. They 
maintain that the Holy Ghost 
proceeds only from the Father, 
and not fromthe Son. They 
believe in predestination. They 
admit of no images in relief or 
embossed work, but use paint- 
ings and sculptures in copper 
or silver. They approve of the 
marriage of priests, provided 
they enter into that state before 
their admission into holy orders. 
They condemn all fourth mar- 
riages. They observe a num- 
ber of holy days, and keep four 
fasts in the year more solemn 
than the rest. of which the fast 
in Lent, before Easter, is the 
chief. They believe the doc- 
trine of consubstantiation, or 
the union of the body of Christ 
with the sacramental bread. 
III. Greek church, state and 
discifiline of. Since the Greeks 
became subject to the Turkish, 
yoke, they have sunk into the 
most deplorable ignorance, in 
consequence of the slavery and 
ihraldom under which they 
groan; and their religion is 
now greatly corrupted. It is, 
indeed, little better than a heap 
of ridiculous ceremonies and 
absurdities. The head of the 
Greek church is the patriarch 
of Constantinople, who is ciio- 
sen by the neighboring arch- 
bishops and metropolitans, and 
confirmed by the emperor or 
grand vizier. Tle is a person of 
great dignity, being the head 
and director of the Eastern 
church. The other patriarchs 
are those of Jerusalem, Anti- 
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oth, and Alexandria. Mr. 
Tournefort tells us, that the pa- 
triarchates are now generally 
set to sale, and bestowed upon 
thosewhoarethe highest bidders. 
The patriarchs, metropolitans, 
archbishops, and bishops, are 
always chosen from among the 
caloyers, or Greek monks. 
The next person to a bishop, 
among the clergy, is an archi- 
mandrite, who is the director of 
one or more convents, which 
are called mandren ; then come 
the abbot, the arch-priest, the 
priest, the deacon, the under- 
deacon, the chanter, and the 
lecturer. The secular clergy 
are subject to no rules, and nev- 
er rise higher than high priest. 
The Greeks have few nunne- 
ries, but a great many convents 
of monks, who ar all priests ; 
and (students excepted) oblig- 
ed to follow some handicraft em- 
ployment, and lead a very aus- 
tere life. 

The Russians adhere to the 
doctrine and ceremonies of the 
Greek church, though they are 
now independent on the patri- 
arch of Constantinople. The 
Russian church, indeed, may be 
reckoned the first, as to extent 
of empire ; yet there is very 
little of the power of vital re- 
ligion among them. The Ros- 
kolniki, or, a8 they now call 
themselves, the Starovertzi, 
were a sect that separated from 
the church of Russia about 
1666 ; they affected extraordi- 
nary piety and devotion, a ven- 
eration for the letter of the ho- 
ly scriptures, and would not al- 
low a priest to administer bap- 
tism who had that day tasted 
brandy. They harbored ma- 
ny follies and superstitions, and 
have been greatly persecuted ; 
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but, perhaps, there will be 
found among them “ Some that 
shall be counted to the Lord for 
ageneration.” Several settle. 
ments of German Protestants 
have been established in the 
Wolga. The Moravians, «lso, 
have done good in Livonia, and 
the adjacent isles in the Baltic 
under the Russian government. 
{ Buck’s Theol. Dict. 


——— 


[As the Russian church, under their 
own Patriarch, belong to the 
Greek communion, the following 
extracts from one of their Cate- 
chisms, may tend to elucidate ihe 
preceding article, and give some 
knowledge of the established re- 
ligion in that immense empire. | 

Ep. 


Part II. Cuap. II. 
Of the Law of God. 


HE rule of good works is 

prescribed to us in the di- 

vine law which is contained in 
the ten following precepts. 

First frrecefit-—1 am the Lord 
thy God ; let there be to thee 
no other Gods besides me. 

Second frrecefit-—Do not make 
to thyself an image, nor any like- 
ness in the heaven above, nor in 
the earth beneath, nor in the 
waters under the earth : do not 
bow to them nor serve them. 

Third prreceft.—Do not take 
the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain. 

Fourth prrecefitt.—Remember 
the Sabbath day. to hallow it; 
work six days, and do all thy 
work in them ; but the seventh 
is a Sabbath to the Lord thy 
God. 

Fifth firecefit-—Honor thy 
father and thy mother, and It 
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shall be well with thee, and thou 
shalt be long on the earth. 

Sixth precefit.—Do not kill. 

Seventh frecefte——Do not 
commit adultery. 

Eighth preceft.—Do not steal 

Ninth freceft—Do not bear 
false witness against your neigh- 
bor. 

Tenth frrecefit—Do not covet 
the wife of thy free-born fel- 
low : do not covet the house of 
thy neighbor, nor his settle- 
ment, nor his man-servant, nor 
his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any of his beasts, 
nor any thing that is thy neigh- 
bor’s. 

In these ten divine precepts 
is contained in general, Jove to 
God, and love to our neighbor. 
Every man is our neighbor ; 
and thus, 

Love to God is contained 
in the first, second, third, and 
fourth divine precepts. 

1. The first divine precept 
teaches us to acknowledge with 
the heart, and confess with the 
lips the only God ; to love and 
esteem him alone above all 
things, and to trust on him a- 
lotie ; to esteem the holy men 
beloved of God, not as God, but 
as men having pleased God, 
and as praying God for our sal- 
vation. it forbids atheism, witch- 
craft, superstition, heresy, and 
schism. 

2. The second divine pre- 
cept, forbids us to worship idols 
or any creature, as God. We 
ought however to respect holy 
pictures, but not to deify them ; 
Decause these pictures are only 
representations, and serve to 
call to our remembrance the 
works of God, and those men 
who have pleased him. 


S. The third divine precept ' 
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forbids us to'‘mention or recols 
lect the name of God in vain, 
and permits us to use it only in 
prayer, and in necessary oaths, 
and that with great reverence 
and caution ; because it is very 
sinful to say any thing against 
God, religion,or the holy church; 
to violate an oath, or to swear 
without necessity. 

4, The fourth divine precept 
commands us to leave off all bu- 
siness and labors on Sabbaths 
and holy days, and to go to 
church, and to read and hear 
spiritual instruction with atten- 
tion, and to be careful not to de- 
file any day, but more particu- 
larly Sabbath and holy days, 
with dishonest deeds and occu- 
pations, and above all with 
drunkenness. 

Love to our neighbors is 
contained in the fifth, sixth, sev- 
enth, eighth, ninth, and tenth 
divine precepts. 

1. Inthe fifth precept God 
commands us to reverence our 
parents, or, under this name, 
our sovercigns, spiritual pastors, 
civil magistrates, teachers, bene- 
factors, masters, and elders ; 
to obey them, and to assist our 
neighbor to the utmost of our 
power. 

2. In the sixth divine precept 
God demands of us to do injury 
to no person, neither by our- 
selves nor through others, nei- 
ther in thought or in deed ; but 
rather to protect every one from 
injury. On this account it is 
very sinful in the sight of God 
to kill a man in any manner of 
way, or to give advice or assist- 
ance to any bad action. 

3. In the seventh divine pre- 
cept God forbids fornication, a- 
dultery, and every sinful carnal 
uncleanness ; and also whatever 











Ci ae ew 








a 


oe 





366 Extracts from the 


leads to sinful cdrnal unclean- 
ness, such as drunkenness, idle- 
ness, filthy language, dancing, 
merry-mikings, andlewd songs. 

4. Inthe eighth divine pre- 
cept God demands that we 
should not, either openly or se- 
cretly, take away any thing from 
any person ; that we should not 
conceal a thing that we have 
found ; that we should not har- 
bor arun-away ; that we should 
not spoil the corn, hay, or in- 
closures of another with our 
cattle ; that we should not 
take possession of another man’s 
field ; that we should not cheat 
in buying and selling ; that 
we should not withhold the hire 
of the laborer; that we should 
not steal nor keep back money 
belonging to the state, or to 
the church, or to any person 
whatever. 

5. The ninth divine precept 
teaches us not to testify falsely 
against another, and not to in- 
form falsely. It also teaches us 
not to slender, nor dishenor, 
nor mock, nor condemn any 
one ; not to put a bad construc- 
tion on the words of another, 
and to be on our guard against 
all falsehood and knavery. 

6. The tenth divine precept 
teaches us not only not to do ill, 
but also not ever to think of do- 
ing ill, and in the heart not wish 
ill to another ; because from 
evil thoughts, evil actions readi- 
ly proceed. 


Cuarpter III. 


Of the Lord’s Prayer. 


The co-operation of the grace 
of God is necessary to enable us 
to fulfi! the divine law. This 
and every zood thing, we receive 
through sincere prayer. 





Russian Catechism. {Ocr. 
Prayer is the lifting up of our 
thoughts and hearts to God, and 
asking from him blessings pro- 
fitable to our souls. We are 
taught how to pray in the Lord’s 
prayer, which reads thus : 

Our Father, thou art in hea- 
ven, let thy name be hallowed, 
let thy kingdom come, let thy 
will be, as in heaven, so on the 
earth ; give us now our present 
bread, forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors, lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver 
us from the deceitful thing ; for 
thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is divided 
into the preface, seven petitions, 
and the conclusion. 

The preface is, Our Fa- 
ther, thou art in heaven: In 
these words, the Saviour teach- 
es us to draw near in our pray- 
ers toGod,not like fearful slaves, 
but children to a father; and 
that as God is our common Fa- 
ther, so all we believing in him, 
are brethren. 

The seven petitions in the 
Lord’s prayer are the follow- 
ing : 

1. Let thy name be hallowed. 
Here we pray that the name of 
God may be made holy. It is 
made holy by us and through 
us. The name of God is hal- 
lowed by us when we live in 
conformity to his precepts and 
according to his will; and it is 
sanctified through us, when we 
lead other men to giorify our 
heavenly Father, by a godly 
life and good example. 

2. Let thy kingdom come. 
In this petition we pray that the 
grace of God may be with us 
through our whole life, and that 
having lived agreeably to the 
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will of God, we may become 
worthy of eternal happiness. 

3. Let thy will be, as in heav- 
en, so on the earth. Here we 
pray, that we may fulfil always 
and in all things, the will of our 
heavenly Father, and that we 
may subject our will to his holy 
and divine will. Also, that we 
may glorify him on _ earth, 
as the angels glorify him in 
heaven. 

4. Give us now our present 
bread. In this petition we pray 
that our heavenly Father will 
grant us daily what is necessa- 
ry for our temporal life, that he 
would increase the fruits of the 
earth, and bless our labors. 

5. Forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. We, 
sinning every hour, pray that 
our heavenly Father would be 
merciful to us and forgive our 
wilful and involuntary sins, as 
we desire willingly to forgive 
the injuries done to us by oth- 
ers, 

6. Lead us not into tempta- 
tion. In this petition we pray 
that our heavenly Father would 
turn away from us every evil 
which might shake our hope 
and faith in God. 

7. But deliver us from the 
deceitful thing. By this we 
pray, that our heavenly Father 
would save us from every sin, 
and from all alluring occasions 
of sin. 

The conclusion to the 
Lord’s prayer, which is, For 
thine is the kingdom, the pow- 
er, and the glory, for ever, 
Amen,—expresses our confi- 
dence, and the ground of our 
hope ; because we believe that 
our heavenly Father, being al- 
mighty, can do all things ; and 
we hope that being supremely 





good, he will give us all that is 
good. 
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An Ancient Confession of Faith 
of the Waldenses, copied out 
of certain Manuscrifits, bear- 
ing date Anno Dom. 1120.5 
that is to say, near 400 years 
before the time either of Cal- 
vin or Luther. 


(From Moriand’s History of the 
Evangelical Churches in Pied- 
mont, p 30.) 


Art. I. WW: believe, and 

firmly hold all 
that which is contuined in the 
twelve Articles of the symbol, 
which is called the apostles’ 
Creed, accounting for heresy 
whatsoever is disagreeing, and 
not consonant to the said twelve 
Articles. 

Art. I.—We do believe that 
there is one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

Art. Lil—We acknowledge 
for the holy canonical Scrip- 
tures, the books of the holy Bi- 
ble, viz. (here all the books of 
Old and New Testament are 
enumerated.) 

Here follow the books Apoc- 
ryphal, which are not received 
of the Hebrews; but we read 
them, (as saith St Hierome in 
his prologue to the Proverbs) 
for the instruction of the peo- 
ple, not to confirm the authori- 
ty of the doctrine of the church. 

Art. 1V.—The books above 
said, viz. the Holy Scriptures, 
teach this, That there is one 
God, Almighty, All-wise, and 
All-good, who has made all 
things by his goodness ; for he 
formed Adam in his own image 
and likeness ; but that, by the 
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envy of the Devil, and the diso- 
bedince of the said Adam, sin 
has entered into the world, and 
that we are sinners in Adam, 
and by Adam. 

Art. V.—That Christ was 
promised to our fathers who re- 
ceived the law; that so know- 
ing by the law, their sin, un- 
righteousness, and insufficiency, 
they might desire the coming 
of Christ, to satisfy for their 
sins, and accomplish the law by 
himself. 

Art. VI.—That Christ was 
born in the time appointed by 
God the Father. That is to 
say, in the time when all ini- 
quity abounded, and not for the 
cause of good works, for all 
were sinners; but that he 
might shew us grace and mercy, 
as being faithful. 

Art. VII—That Christ is 
our life, truth, peace, and right- 
cousness ; as also our pastor, ad- 
vocate, sacrifice, and priest, 
who died for the salvation of all 
those that believe, and is risen 
for our justification. 

Art. VIII.—In like manner, 
we firmly hold, that there is no 
other Mediator and Advocate 
with God the Father, save only 
Jesus Christ. And as for the 
Virgin Mary, that she was holy, 
humble, and full of grace : and 
in like manner do we believe 
concerning all the other saints, 
viz. That being in heaven, they 
wait for the resurrection of their 
bodies at the day of judgment. 

Art. 1X.—We believe, that 
after this life, there are only 
two places, the one for the sav- 
ed, the other for the damned ; 
the which two places we call 
Paradise and Hell, absolutely 
denying that Purgatory inyen- 





ted by antichrist, and forged 
contrary to the truth. 

Art.X.—Item, we have always 
accounted as an unspeakable 
abomination before God, all 
those inventions of men, name- 
ly, the feasts and the vigils of 
saints; the water which they 
call holy ; as likewise, to ab- 
stain from flesh upon certain 
days, and the like ; but espe- 
cially their masses. 

Art. X1—We esteem for an 
abomination, and as anti-chris- 
tian, all those human inventions 
which are a trouble or prejudice 
to the liberty of the Spirit. 

Art. XII.—We do believe 
that the sacraments are signs of 
the holy thing, or visible forms 
of the invisible grace ; account- 
ing it good that the faithful 
sometimes use the said signs or 
visible forms, if it may be done. 
However, we believe and hold, 
that the above said faithful may 
be saved without receiving the 
signs aforesaid, in case they 
have no place nor any means to 
use them. 

Art. XIII.—We acknowledge 
no other sacrament but baptism 
and the Lord’s supper. 

Art. X1V.—We ought tohon- 
or the secular powers by sub- 
jection, ready obedience, and 
paying of tributes. 


——e ee 
On Redemption. 
No. IV. 
(Concluded from p. 219.) 
F ROM the leading senti- 


ment, which has been il- 
lustrated on this subject, it has 
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been remarked that it is very 
absurd to deny the eternal pur- 
pose of God respecting the re- 
demption of his people. It has 
also been remarked that the 
‘scriptural account of the work of 
redemption is perfectly ration- 
al. It may now be observed, 

3. That the work of redemp- 
tion throws light upon some 
events, which are, in them- 
selves, involved in great dark- 
ness. As God is the self-exis- 
tent, independent and immuta- 
ble Creator, Redeemer and Gov- 
ernor of the universe, his coun- 
sel and agency are concerned in 
whatever exists. Yet many 
things exist, which in them- 
selves are wholly opposed to the 
character and law of God. En- 
mity against God and his law 
have existed, and do now exist in 
the hearts of millions of his ra- 
tional creatures. All mankind, 
adopting the language of truth. 
might exclaim, “ The crown is 
fallen from our head: woe unto 
us that we have = sinned!” 
Though evil has existed and 
greatly abounded, its existence 
could not be with God a matter 
of indifference. Nor could it 
exist contrary to his counsel and 
pleasure, all things being con- 
sidered. As evil is, in itself, 
most hateful and displeasing to 
God, it cannot exist for its own 
sake. Nor can it exist under 
the divine government, without 
some important reason. May 
we not then conclude that it ex- 
ists in subserviency to some 
great and good design, which 
required its existence? nd 
does mot evil exist in reference 
to the work of redemption ? 
Could creatures have been re- 
deemed from sin and woe, if sin 
had never existed? Without 

Vor. JIE, No. 19, 
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the redemption of sinners, could 
the grace of God have been dis- 
played, as it will now be for ever 
displayed in the most beautiful, 
offecting and glorious manner? 
Does not every Christian rejoice 
when he beholds the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Chris« ? 
Into these things the angels de- 
sire tolook. Why may not ev- 
ery mind be relieved and every 
heart be joyful, in view of the 
existence of sin and misery, 
when considered in their connec- 
don with the work of redemp- 
tion ? 

Viewed in itself, this world is 
involved in the most gloomy and 
perplexing darkness. In this 
dark place there appears no 
light, but what shines in the 
face of Jesus Christ. An in- 
numerable multitude of ration- 
al creatures, who are hatefui 
and hate one another, who also 
hate their holy and blessed Cre- 
ator, are an affecting and sor- 
rowful sight. Few of the un- 
godly allow themselves to think 
closely and deeply of the wick- 
edness and misery of human 
beings. Yet some infidels have 
possessed superior discernment 
and sensibility. When such 
persons have considered the 
character and condition of 
themselves and their fellow crea- 
tures, they have becn perplextd 
and ubhappy. Yet in tho 
pride of their hearts they have 
usually maintained a haughty si- 
lence and refused to confess the 
humbling truths, which they 
have been obliged to feel. Ev- 
ery reflecting person, who re- 
fuses to view this world in con- 
nection with the work of re- 
demption, must be gloomy and 
wretched. The  unbeliever 
fmds himself a sinful, hatefeft 
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and guilty creature. Yet he is 
so Wise in his own conceit, that 
he refuses to be taught the coun- 
sel of heaven. Still he sighs 
and wonders why a world of 
creatures like himself exists. 
Would he humbly seek wis- 
dom and listen to the voice of 
God, he might be relieved; he 
mivht be happy and rejoice for 
ever, © But the way of the 
wicked Is as datkness ; they 
know not at what they stumble.” 

Year the mournful reflections of 
one of the acutest and proudest 
of infidel philosophers.* * Who 
can, witheut horror, consider 
the whole earth as the em- 
pire of destruction ! It abounds 
in wonders ; it abounds also in 
Victims ; it isa vast field of car- 
nave and contagion. Livery spe- 
cies is, without pity. pursued and 
torn to pieces. through the earth 
and uir and water. In man there 
js more wretchedness than in all 
other animals put together.— 
He smarts continually under the 
sources of evil, which other an- 
imals never feel ; anxiety and 
listlessness In appetence, which 
make him weary of himself. He 
loves life, and yet he knows he 
musi dic. If he enjoy some 
transient good, for which he is 
thankful to heaven, he suffers 
various evils, and is at last de- 
voured by worms. ‘This know- 
ledge is his fatal prerogative.— 
Other animals have it not. He 
feels it every moment rankling 
and crowding in his breast. Yet 
he spends the transient moment 
of his existence in diffusing the 
misery which he suffer 
ung the throats of his fellow 
creatures for pay ; in cheating 
and being cheated ; in robbing 


- * Voltaire, 
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and being robbed ; in serving 
that he may commend ; > and in 
repenting of all that he does — 
The butk of mankind are noth- 
ing more than a_ crowd of 
wretches, equally criminal and 
unfortunate ; and the globe con- 
tains rather careases than men. 
1 tremble upon a review of this 
dreadful picture, to find that it 
implies a complaint against Pro- 
vidence ; and I wish I had never 


! 
| been born.”’* 








Paul as cle: arly saw, and a3 
deeply felt the _ kedness and 
misery of mankind as Volitzire ; 
but he had also seen the Lord 
Jesus Christ, whom Voltaire 
hated, and felt the power of his 
gospel, which Voltaire desnised. 
The gospel afforded the apostle 
present peace and joy, and the 
assurance of endless rest and 
glory in heaven. fear his own 
words, “ I’or we ourselves also 
were sometimes foolish, disobe- 
dient, deceived, serving divers 
iusts and pleasures, living in 
mitice and envy, hateful and 
hating one another. But afler 
that the kindness and love of 
God our Saviour towards man 
appeared, not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy hc 
saved us, by ‘the washing of re- 
generation and renewing of the 
Holy Spirit, which he shed on 
us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour ; that being 
justified by his grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life.” As fully 
and clearly as the wisdom and 
power, the goodness and mercy 
of God are seen in the work of 
redemption, so full and clear 
will be the light that is enjoye¢ 


I 


* Fuller’s Mssay on Truth. 
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respecting the existence of evil 
How sweet and ple isunt is this 
light, which shines in such gloo- | 
my and oppressive darkness ! 
Bicssed are they who can truly 
say, * God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts to give 


the light of the knowledge of! 


the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” 

4. The work of redemption is 
the createst and best of all the 
wo'ks of God. By manifesting 
his grace for ever in the fullest 
and clearest manner, God does 
most fully and clearly manifest 
all bis perfections. Such a de- 
sign as gives the most glorious 
manifestation of the divine per- 

fections must be the greatest 
and best that could be formed. 
For it brings the highest glory 
to God, and produces the great- 
est extent of knowledge, holi- 
nsss and happiness that can ex- 
ist in created beings. Now as 
the redemption of his people will 
for ever display the grace of God 
in the highest degree, we may 
be assured that their redemption 
isthe greatest and best of all 
iis works and of all his designs. 
There is no reason to suppose 
that in the past eternity God 
ever effected a more glorious 
purpose than the redemption of 
his people. Nor is there any 
reason for supposing that he is 
now effecting a more glorious | 
work on any of the planets, or 
in any of the regions of immen- 
sity. Noris there any reason 
to suppose that in the future 
eternity God will ever effect, or 
design a work that shall be more 
glorious than the redempticn of 
sinners through Jesus Christ. 
Such assertions would be tho’t 
too hazardous and very presump- 
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| tuous, if it were not belicved 
| that they are supported by the 
j tes stimony of the living and true 
God. But the declarations of 
the scriptures on this subject ap- 
; pear fully to warrant and author- 


| ize the sentiments which «re 
(now advanced Spevking ty 

Solomon under the name of « - 
/dom, the Lord Jesus Ch: -t 
| says, * The Lord possessed +e 
| in the bevinning of his way. .- 
| fore his works of old. I wa, et 
(up from everlasting, from .. 


beginning, or ever the earth was. 
Then I was by him, as one bro’t 
up with him: and I was daily 
vis delight, regoteeng always be- 
fore him : rejoicing in the habit- 
able piart of the earth, and my 
delights were with the*sons cf 
men.” No doubt the Lord Jesus 
Christ here speaks in reference 
to his mediatorial character and 
the redemption of his people. 
In view of their redemption did 
he for ever rejoice ? were his de- 
lights with the sons of men? 
Could such have been his happi- 
ness in view of the redemption 
of his people, if some greater 
and better design had ever enter- 
ed his mind and engaged his 
heart ? God says by the prophet 
Isaiah, * Behold, I create new 
heavens, and a new earth: and 
the former shall not be remem- 
bered, nor come into mind. But 
ibe ye glad and rejoice for ever 
lin that which I create: for be- 
hold, I create Jerusalem a re- 
joicing and her people a joy — 
And I will rejoice in Jerusalem 
and joy in my people.” By 
Zephaniah it is said to the 
church, ** The Lord thy God in 
the midst of thee is mighty ; he 
will save, he will rejoice cver 
thee with joy ; he will res: in 
his love, he will joy over hee 
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with singing.” From these dec- 
Jarations we may safely conclude 
that. of all created beings, God’s 
chosen and redeemed people are 
the objects of his greatest enjoy- 
ment and complacency. ‘The 
apostle says of Jesus Christ, 
++ By him were ail things created 
that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or co- 
Minions, or principalities, or 
powers: all things were created 
by him and for him. And he 
is before all things, and by him 
all things consist. And he is 
the head of the vody, the church: 
who is the beginning, the first 
born from the dead ; that in all 
things he might have the pre- 
eminence. For it pleased the 
Father that in bim should all 
fulness dwell.’” 


deemer of his people. 


glory ? We are informed that 
God hath set Christ 
own right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all principality, 
anc power, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that is 


Hamed, not only in this world, 


but «Iso in that which fs to come; 
and hath put all things under his 


fect, and gave him to be the head 


over all things unto the church, 


which is his body. the fulness of 


Aim that filicth allin all.’ Now 
if the church be tie fulness of 
Christ, who filleth all imall, can 





These words 
seem fully and plainly to prove 
that the created universe was 
made by Jesus Christ and for 
him, as Mediator and as the Re- 
When it 
is suid “ that in him should all 
fulness dwell,” can less be in- 
tended than that God, by the re- 
demption of the church through 
Jesus Christ, will for ever ex- 
hibit the fullest and brightest 
view of his eternal and infinite 


* at his 
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there ever be any work more 
glorious than the redemption of 
his chosen people ? According 
to the scriptures, the universe js 
given to redeemed sinners for 
their inheritance and enjoyment. 
To Christians it is written, “ All 
things are yours: whether Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come ; all 
are yours, and ye are Christ’s, 
and Christ is God’s.” Chris.-. 
tians are enabled to say through 
faith in the Saviour, “ The Spi- 
rit itself beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the chil- 
dren of God. And if children, 
then heirs ; heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ.’ And 
It is written, * He that over- 
cometh shall inherit all things.” 
God gives himself as well as 
the created universe to his peo- 
ple. He said to Abraham, “I 
am thy exceeding great reward.” 
He is called the portion of his 
people. And they are called the 
portion of the Lord, “ For the 
Lord’s portion is his people: 
Jacob is the lot of his inherit- 
ance.” Again it is written, 
“ The Lord hath chosen Jacob 
unto himself, and Israel for his 
peculiar treasure.” Does God 
bestow all things upon his peo- 
ple ? Are they his portion? Are 
they his peculiar treasure ? Can 
there, then, ever be among -iis 
creatures any object more plea- 
sant and more beloved than re- 
deemed sinners ? Though the 
angels be so glorious and so ex- 
alted, yet “ are they not all min- 
istering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them, who shall be 
heirs of salvation ?” While the 
angels are called ministering 
spirits to the saints, the saints 
are called the bride and the 
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spouse of the Son of God — 
Surely, then, no creatures can 
be more exalted than the saints. 
or raised toa state of higher and 
more blessed communion with 
God. But they would not be so 
exalted and blessed, unless they 
were the most glorious of all 
creatures. And they are the 
most glorious of all creatures. 
because they most fully and 
clearly reflect the glory and 


beauty of God. The glory of 


God is the most displayed by 
such creatures as receive from 
him the greatest blessings. Ac- 
cording to the scriptures, the 
perfections of God are displayed 
in the most glorious manner 
through Christ Jesus, and the 
redemption of the church.— 
Christ is called “ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God.” 
Again it is written, “ Unto the 
principalities and powers in hea- 
yenly places is known by the 
church, the manifold wisdom of 
God, according to his etern] 
purpose, which he purposed in 
Shrist Jesus our Lord.” It is 
also written, “* Godis love. In 


this was manifested the love of 


God towards us, because that 
God sent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might 
kve through him.” = And again. 
“ That in the ager to come he 
might shew the exceeding riches 
of his grace in his kindness to- 
wards us through Christ Jesus.” 
Fo his Christian brethren the 
apostle writes, * He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he 
not with kim also freely give us 
all things?” The scriptures 
authorize us to declare that in 
the redemption of sinners, God 
makes the greatest exertions 
and: sacrifices and most fully 
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manifests his glorious perfec- 
tions. Of his chosen people, 
Christ says tothe Father, ** The 
glory which thou gavest me I 
have given them. Father, I will 
that they also whom thou hast 
given me be with me where I 
am ; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given 
me: for thou lovedst me before 
the foundaiion of the world.”— 
l’rom these words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, it is very evident 
that greater glory cannot be be- 
stowed upon created beings than 
what is bestowed upon the 
saints. The glorification of re- 
deemed sinners, for the sake of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is the 
most glorious evidence and ex- 
pression of the eternal and infi- 
nite Jove of the Father to his 
) well-beloved Son, who is the 
brightness of his glory and the 
express image of his’ person. 
Who then can doubt whether 
the redemption of sinners thro’ 
Jesus Christ be the greatest, the 
wisest and best of all the works 
and of all the designs of Jeho- 
vah ? Weil may the beloved dis- 
ciple exclaim, * Behold, whut 
manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we 
should -be called the sons of 
God! Beloved. now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but 
we know that when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him ; for 
we shall see him as he is. And 
every man that hath this hope 
in him, purificth himseif, ever 
as he is pure.” 

O ye chosen, ye biessed and 
beloved cf Emmanuel, may 
the Tather of our Lerd Jesus 
Christ grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be 
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Spirit in the inner man ; that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts 
by faith ; that ye being rooted 
i ‘4 and grounded in love may be 
th able to comprehend with all 
ut saints, what is the breadth, and 
| ae length, and depth, and height ; 
Bit and to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, that 
pil ye might be filled with all the 
| tulness of God. 

Now unto him, who is able 
to do exceeding abundantly a- 
bove all that we ask or think ac- 
cording to the power that work- 
eth in us ; unto him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus, 
throughout all ages, world with- 
eutend. Amen.” 


SERATAH. 
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OLY love appears tobe the 
delightful theme of the 
beloved disciple in his cpisttes, 
as well as in his history of the 
iife of Cirist. He recommends 
f to his brethren that pure, disin- 
terested, universal love, which is 
’ the highest beauty, perfection 
and felicity of Christians. After 
saying much in his first epistle 
concerning the love of God in 
1 | sending his Son into the world, 
et concerning the love of Christ in 
dying for the world, und con- 
cerning the love of the Holy 
| Spirit in producing love in the 
hearts of believers, he points 
| out the happiness, which results 
' from the love of God shed a- 
broad in the heart by the Holy 
Spirit. He says, “ God is ove: 
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and he that dwelleth in love dzwell- 
eth in God, and God in him?’— 
Though this phraselogy be high- 
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ly figurative and somewhat diffi- 


;cult to explain ; itis a strong 
and lively representation of ihat 
mutual affection and enjoyment, 
which subsists between God and 
the believer. But I will endea- 
vor to investigate and exhibi: its 
true meaning and import by con- 
sidering the various branches, 
in the order and connection in 
which they stand. I shall at- 
tempt to shew, 

I. What it is for Christians to 
dwell in love. 

Il. What it is for Christians 
to dwell in God. And, 

'Wf. What it is for God to 
dwell in Christians. 

I. We inquire, what it is for 
Christians to dwell in love? 

‘the apostle uses the term 
love in the most extensive sense, 
as comprehending not only be- 
nevolence and complacency, but 
every other Christian and divine 
erace. True love is the fulfil- 
ling of the law and the bond of 
perfection. It is the root, out 
of which every thing holy, vir- 
tuous, amiable and praiseworthy 
grows: or it is the sum and 
comprehension of all virtue, pic- 
| ty and real godiiness. To dwell 
| in love is to exercise every holy 
;and gracious affection towards 
| God, towards men and towards 
'ourselves. ‘he Christian, who 
| dwells in love, feels and expres- 
| ses every proper affection to- 
j wards every created and uncrea- 
| ted object, which comes to his 
| knowledge. But this is not all 
(which the phrase dwelling in 
love implies. It more especial- 
ly denotes continuance, steadt- 
ness and perseverance in holy 
and benevolent affection. We 
do not commonly say, that 2 
man dwells in every place where 
he happens to be ; but only 
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that particular place where he 
generally abides. So the Ciris- 
tian, who does not generally and 
habitually exercise holy and gra- 
cious affections, cannot be suid 
to dwell in love. Dwelling in 





Jove, holiness, or grace, implies 
a constancy, uniformity, or per- 
severance in ail the various ex- 
ercises and expressions of trne 
benevolence. This is nmplied in 
the very term dwelling, and in 
various other terms, which the 
inspired writers use to signify 
ihe same thing. Thus they 
speak of Christians living in the 
Spirit, walking in the Spirit, 
walking after the Spirit, keeping 
themselves in the law of God, 
seeking first the kingdom of 
heaven, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God, setting their 
affections upon things above, 
having their conversation in hea- 
ven, pressing forward toward the 
mark of perfection, running the 
Christian race, living by faith. 
growing in grace, doing every 
thing in charity and to the glory 
of God. All these modes of ex- 
pression denote the uniform, ha- 
bitual, persevering exercise of 
grace in the various situations, 
circumstances and connections 
of Christians. To dwell in love 
is to live in love, to be in the 
fear of God all the day long, 
and to think, speak and act from 
holy, gracious, or benevolent 
motives. It is to live in the ex- 
ercise of holy, devout and hea- 
venly affections, from time to 
lime, from day to day, or thro’ 
all the business and concerns of 
life. 

II. What is it for Christians 
to dwell in God ? 

The apostle intimates, that all 
who dwell -in love, dweil -in 
God. This supposes that there | 
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is a certain connection between 
dweliing in love, or Jiving in the 
exercise of grace, and dwelling 
in God. This connection may 
assist us in discovering what is 
to be understood by the phrase 
dwelling in God. Certainly 
there is no connection between 
dweiling in love, and being near- 
er to Ged, at one time, or in one 
place, than another. The be- 
licver, in the exercise of love, 
is no nearer to God, im reality, 
than when he is not in the ex- 
ercise of love. Nor does he 
live, and move, and have his 
being in Cod, any more In the 
exercise, than in the want of 
love. For whether he loves or 
hates God, he constantly lives, 
and moves, and has his being in 
him. But since dwelling in God 
is in one way or another owing 
to Christians dwelling or living 
in love, it may imply the fol- 
lowing things. 

1. It may imply Christians 
living in the realizing view of 
God’s being and perfections.— 
Whiie they live in love, God is 
the supreme object of their al- 
fections, and of consequence is 
habitually seen by the eye of 
faith. Thus Enoch walked with 
God. Thus Moses lived as see- 
ing him who is invisible. And 
thus the patriarchs are repre- 
sented as living by faith m the 
being and perfections of God. 
Love produces faith in the minds 
of all real saints. They have a 
sense of the divine presence, and 
the divine glory, which sinners 
never wish to have, and never 
do have. ‘They see God in ev- 
ery thing, and every where, 
while God is not in all the the’ts 
of the wicked, nor in their tho’ts 
while they do not keep them- 
selves in his love. Christians 
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fin the exercise of love, draw 
near to God and feel their hearts 
unite with their heavenly Fa- 
ther, in his holy and bcnevolent 
affections. Itis by such a un- 
ion of affection, that they dwell 
in God, as Christ prayed they 
might. “ Neither pray I for 
these alone, but for them also 
who shall believe on me through 
their word:; that they all may 
be one, as thou, Father, art in 
me and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us.” While 
Christians dwell in love. they 
dwell in God, by union and com- 
munion with him, They cor- 
cislly unite in their feelings with 
all the benevolent feelings of the 


Father and Son, in the work of 


redeeming love. To live in cor- 
dial union with God, is to live 
in God in the highest and best 
sense, even in the same sense 
that Christ dwells in his Fathe: 
and his Father in him. This 
is undoubtedly what the apostk 

John meant by saying, * He tha: 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in 
God.” 

2. While Christians live in love, 
they not only live with Ged, bu: 
also upon God. They trust not 
in their own hearts, nor le-n to 
their own understanding. They 
put not their trust in man, nor 
in the son of man, in whom 
there is no help ; but they stay 
themselves upon God, and trus: 
in the Lon) Jehovah, in whom 
there is everlasting strength.” 
David says to God, “ ‘They that 
know thy name will put their 
trust in thee.” And Solo- 
mon says, “* The name of the 
Lord is a strong tower; the 
righteous runneth into it and is 
safe.’ While Christians, under 
the influence of divine love, have 
clear and lively views of the be- 





ing and perfections of Cod, and 
feel their hearts united to iim, 
they spontancously cast them- 
sclves upon him, and commit all 
their trusts and concerns into 
his hand. And from supreme 
regard to his glory, it gives 
them the highest satisfaction to 
believe, that he will, in all things, 
secure his own giory, and at the 
same time, promote the best 
good of the universe. Their 
hearts are so bound up in God, 
that they live upon him, and 
derive their highest happiness 
from the perfect wisdom, recti- 
tude and benevolence of his gov- 
ernment. They rejoice that the 
Lord reigneth, and that their 
own good and the good of all 
holy beings is in his hands. Be- 
ing rooted and grounded in love, 
taey are able to comprehend 
with ail saints, the heigit and 
depth, length and breadth of the 
love of God displayed to them- 
selves and to the whole world of 
mankind. They taste the love 
of God in all the blessings of his 
providenc: and grace. They 
consider every good gift and 
every perfect gift as coming 
down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variable- 
ness nor shadow of turning 
They live upon God, as their 
preserver, benefactor and por- 
tion. They can say with the 
Psalmist, * Whom have we in 
heaven but thee ? and there is 
none on the earth that we de- 
sire beside thee.” 

3. While Christians dwell in 
love, they live to God as well as 
upon him. They have no in- 
ierests separate from his. They 
devote themselves wholly to his 
service, and five to him and not 
to themselves. Whether they 
cat, or drink, or whatever they 
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do, they doall for his glory. As 
they live with him, so they wish 
to work with him, in carrying 
into effect his wise and benevo- 
lent designs. This the apostle 
intimates in the following words, ; 
“ Herein is our love made per- 
fect, because as he is, so are we 
in the world.” We live in the 
exercise of the same affections 
and seek the same objects, or 
live as God lives in the world. 
We walk and co-operate with 
him in all our desires, designs, 
labors and pursuits. Thus while 
Christians live in love, they live 
with God, upon God and to God; 
which is living in God, as far as 
it is possible for creatures to live 
in their Creator. 

III. What is it for God to 
dwell in those who dwell in him? 

The apostle declares this to 
bethe case. “ He that dwelleth 
in love, dwelleth in God and God 
in him.” Here it is evident that 
God can dwell in Christians in 
amore strict, literal and import- 
ant sense, than they can dwell 
in him. 

1. He dwells in them by op- 
crating positively and effectually 
upon their hearts. God must 
be present wherever he operates ; 
and as he operates in the minds 
of believ ers, he must be in them 
and dwell in them, so long as he 
operates there. ‘The scripture 
avundantly teaches, that God 
produces all gracious affections 
in the hearts of Christians.— 
The preparation of their hearts 
and the answer of their tongues 
isfrom him. He works in them 
both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. It is He, who 
in the first instance, quickens or 
raises them from spiritual death 
to spiritual life. It is He, who 
takes away the stony heart, and 

Von. IT. NO, 10. 
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gives the heart of flesh. It is 
He, who first sheds abroad holy 
love in their hearts, and gives 
them repentance, faith, submis- 
sion, joy and hope. This suv- 
ing change in their affections is 
ascribed to the almighty and ir- 
resistible operation of God upon 
their minds. Paul tells the be- 
lievers in Ephesus, that their 
faith was produced by that ex- 
ceeding greatness of divine pow- 
er which wrought in the resur- 
rection of Christ. And in his 
epistle to the Corinthians, he 
says, “ God, who commanded 
the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the 
face of JesusChrist.”” No means, 
nor motives, nor objective light, 
will change the heart, or pro- 
duce any holy affection, without 
a divine and almighty operation 
upon it. So the apostle freely 
acknowledges. ‘ I have plant- 
ed, and Apollos watered ; but 
God gave the increase. So then 
neither is he that planteth any 
thing, neither he that watereth ; 
but God that giveth the ine 
crease.” God not only begins, 
but continues the work of grace 
in the hearts of believers, by the 
continued operation of his pow- 
eruponthem. Hence the apos- 
tle confidently tells the Philip- 
pians, “ that he who had begun 
a good work in them, will per- 
form until the day of Jesus 
Christ.” Thus God does actu. 
ally dwell in those who dwell in 
love, by his gracious and power- 
ful operation in their hearts. 

2. God may be said to dwell 
in those who dwell in love, by 
being united with them in affec- 
tion. <As they are united with 


| God, so he is united with them; 
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as they love him, so be loves 
them. While they dwell in love, 
they are the objects of his pe- 
culiar love and delight. Ife 
takes a peculiar pleasure in walk- 
ing with them, while they walk 
with him, and in abiding with 
them, while they abide with him. 
$o our Saviour expressly de- 
clares, “ If a man love me, he 
will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him and make 
our abode with him.” God loves 
Christians unspeakably better 
than they love him. ‘The least 
spark of grace in their hearts 
gives him infinite pleasure. ‘To 
see returning prodigals, enemies 
becoming penitents, rebels obe- 
dient, and infidels believing. is a 
most grateful sight to the Father 
of mercies. He looks upon them 
as growing up into a state of 
perfect beauty and sinless per- 
fection. Hence he is represent- 
ed as seeing no spot, nor blem- 
ish in his redeemed church.— 
“ He hath not beheld iniquity in 
Jacob, neither hath he scen per- 
verseness in Israel; the Lord 
his God is with him.” The 
prayer, the love, the faith, the 
yoy and the hope of the upright 
is his delight. We views all 
‘their graces as rising and grow- 
ing up to perfect union and com- 
munion with himself. Here he 
becomes united to them in all 
their holy and devout affections. 
He says, * I love them that love 
me.” He says to the children 
of Zion, “ The Lord thy God in 


thee is mighty : he will save, he 


will rejoice over thee with joy : 
he will rest in his love, he will 
joy over thee with singing.” 

5. God may be said to dwell 


in those who dwell in him, by 





of God and his Pespite. (Oc; 
tions of himself. He sometime; 
gives clear and lively manifests. 
tions of his Jove tothem. Thi« 
is called the lifting upon them 
the light of his countenance. 
Thus David experienced ti: 
manifestation of his love.—— 
“ There be many that say, who 
will shew us any good? Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us. Thou hast pr: 





gladness in my heart, more than 
inthe time that their corn and 
wine increased.” Saintsdo aot 
always enjoy asense of God's 
love to them, when they exer- 
cise love to him. A sense of 
God’s love to them does not im-® 
mediately result from any gra- 
cious affections in their hearts. 
But whilst they walk in dark- 
ness and see no light, God fre- 
quently removes all the clouds 
and darkness from their minds, 
and gives them a clear discovery 
of his love, grace and pardoning 
mercy, which fills their hearts 
with peculiar joy and delight. 
In God’s light they see light, 
and in his favor find peace an¢ 
rest. HElence they say with the 
Psalmist, “ Return unto thy rest. 
'O my soul, for the Lord hath 
| dealt bountifully with thee.” 
God sometimes manifests him- 
self to Christians, as carrying 
| on his gracious and glorious de- 
| signs. Of this they do not always 
| have the same view and realizing 
{ 
| 





_ sense. They are sometimes rea- 
dy to say with Elijab, God hath 
left them alone and negiectec 
his people. And with Zion, 
My God hath forgotten and for- 
saken me. At such dark an! 
desponding seasons, God fre- 
quently opens their eyes, and 
takes away the veil from their 
‘earts, and makes them set 





saving them peculiar manifesta- 


ed 


clearly the operations of lis 
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‘invisible hand in guiding and di- 
recting aH things in the wisest 
and best manner, to promote bis 
glory, the safety of his friends, 
and the ruin of his enemies.— 
And they are ready to wonder 
that they have been so full of 
doubts, darkness and anxicty, a- 
yout the prosperity of Zion, and 
the triumphing of the wicked. 
They can adopt the language of 
the prophet and say, they will 
rejoice In the Lord, and joy in 
the God of their salvation, amidst 
all the dark aspects of Divine 
Providence. 

Again, God sometimes mani- 
fests himself to Christians, in 
opening to their view the great 
scheme of redeeming love, as 
comprehending all the events of 
time and eternity. He gives 
them a view of the final consum- 
mation of all things, when the 
whole number of the redeemed 
shall be brought to heaven, and 
fixed as pillars in the kingdom 
of glory. When all sin and 
sorrow shall cease, and their 
souls shall be made perfect in 
holiness and happiness, and hold 
communion with God and the 
Lamb without interruption and 
without end. David had sucha 
manifestation of the glory of 
God, and of the holiness and 
happiness of heaven. “ As for 
me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness ; 1 shall be satis- 
aed, when I awake in thy like- 
ness. Thou wilt not leave my 
soul in hell, neither wilt thou 
suffer thine holy one to see cor- 
ruption. Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life: in thy presence 
is fulness of joy, at thy right 
hand are pleasures for ever 
more.” The apostle John says 
in the name of all true Chris- 
tlans, “ Behold, what manner of 
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love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be call- 
ed the sons of God. Beloved, 
now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not ye: appear what we 
shall be ; but we know that when 
he shall appear we shall be like 
him ; for we shall see him as 
he is.” When God gives his 
children the spirit of adoption, 
he ofien gives them a clear and 
joyful view of the inheritance 
of the saints in light. Thus 
God dwells in those who dwell 
in love, by operating upon their 
hearts, becoming united with 
them in affection, and by giving 
them special manifestations of 
himself. How divine and glo- 
rious is the Christian religion ! 
“ God is love: and he that dwet- 
leth in love dwelleth in God, and 
God in him.” 


DAN. 
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OD, by his faithful proph- 

ets, frequently and solemn- 
ly warned the people of Israel 
against symbolizing with the 
heathen nations, in fearing and 
worshipping their speechless, 
senseless and impotent deities. 
And to give them a deeper 
sense of the absurdity and guiltof 
worshipping any other, than the 
only living and ever living God, 
he exhibited his character in the 
clearest and strongest light, as 
the author and governor of the 
natural world. “ But the Lord 
is the true God; he is the ever- 
living God and everlasting king: 
He hath made the earth by his 
power, he hath established the 











world by his wisdom, and hath 








etl ee ee oe ~ 


——— 





ae 








380 


stretched out the heavens by hi? 
discretion. When he uttereth 
his voice there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens, and he 
causeth the vapors to ascend 
from the ends of the earth ; he 
mketh lightnings with rain, and 
bringeth forth the wind out of 
his treasure.” After the proph- 
et had given this just and sub- 
lime description of the Deity. he 
kn<w it would have no salutary 
effect upon the minds of the peo- 
pie, unless it were accompanied | 
by a civine influence upen their | 
hearts ; and therefore he lifts up 
his eyes to God, and cries for 
success in the following words : 
“© Lord, I know the way of 
man is not in himself : it is not 
in man that walketh to direct his 
steps.” It depends upon thee, 
O Lord, whether the people who 
have gone after idols, shall ever 
return, and become dutiful and 
obedient. They are entirely in 
thy hand, and thou canst direct 
all their steps, and govern all 
their conduct.—From_ these ob- 
servations, this plain and inter- 
esting truth is evident ; that 
saints are willing to acknowledge 
that God governs all the conduct 
of men, 

‘To illustrate this observation, 

I. We will consider what is 
to be understood by the conduct 
of men. 

This includes every thing in 
which they are active, and for 
which they are accountable.— 
They are active in their desires, 
their affections, their designs, 
their intentions, and in every 
thing which they do and say, of 
choice ; and for all these things 
they must give account to God. 
Their internal exercises are as 
much their conduct as their ex- 
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ternal actions. When they love 
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or hate, choose or refuse, they 
are as really active, as when they 
express these internal affections 
by words or actions. W alking 
is one of the most common in- 
stances of human conduct — 
This conduct always implies a 
desire, a design, and a will to 
walk, as well as the external act, 
or motion of the feet. Men may 
be as active when they neither 
walk nor speak, as when they do 
both with the greatest rapidity 
and vigor. But when they are 
moved without, or contrary to 
their will, their motion is not 
their action, but tlic action of 
another agent. In such a case, 
every person feels an essentia 
difference between activity and 
passivity. He feels that he 
ought to be accountable for his 
activity, but not for his passivity. 
Accountability can never extend 
any further than activity. God 
will never call any of his crea- 
tures to an account, for any 
thing in which their choice was 
not concerned. But he will call 
them to an account for all their 
desires, affections, intentions and 
designs, as well as for their ex- 
ternal actions. All these, there- 
fere, are comprized in what may 
properly be called their conduct. 
So that by all the conduct of 
men, we are to uncerstand all 
the emotions of their hearts, and 
the external actions of their 
lives. We proceed to show, 
II. That God does govern all 
the voluntary conduct of men. 
This is asserted by the proph- 
et Jeremiah : * O Lord, I know 
the way of man is not in him- 
self : it is not in man that walk- 
eth to direct his steps.” Men 
are as free and voluntary in walk- 
ing as in any thing they ever do. 
But in this, the prophet says he 
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knows they do not guide and 
govern their own free and vol- 
untary conduct ; by which he 
means to assert, that it is God 
who guides and directs them in 
alltheir ways. This doctrine is 
abundantly taught by the inspi- 
red writers. David says, “ The 
steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord.” Solomon says. 
“ The preparations of the heart 
in man, and the answer of the 
tongue is from the Lord.” In 
the same chapter he says again, 
“A man’s heart seviseth his 
way ; ‘Sut the Lord directeth 
his steps.” In another place he 
says. * Man’s goings are of the 
Lord : how can a man under- 
stand his own way ?” Just af- 
ter this he observes again, * The 
king’s heart is in the hand of 
the Lord as the rivers of water : 
he turneth it whithersoever he 
will.” And the apostle Paul 
plainly taught, that God guides 
and governs all the free and vol- 
untary conduct of men. He 
says, ** We are not sufficient of 
ourselves to think any thing of 
ourselves, but our sufficiency is 
of God.” He exhorts the Phi- 
lippians to work out their own 
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salvation with fear and trem- 
bling ; adding, “ for it is God | 
that worketh in you both to will | 
and to do of his good pleasure.” 
And to the Hebrews he says, 
“ Now the God of peace, make 
you perfect in every good work, 
to do his will, working in you 
that is well pleasing in his sight 
through Jesus Christ.” The 
plain import of all these pas- 
sages is, that God governs all 
the conduct of men, in their in- 
ternal affections, desires and de- 
Signs, as well as in their exter- 





Nalactions. But this truth may 


S8L 
be further illustrated and con- 


firmed, by considering, 
1. That God is able to foretel 


the conduct of men. This a- 
bundantly appears from the 
whole tenor of scripture. He 


foretold the conduct of Jacob 
and of his sons towards Joseph ; 
the conduct of Pharaoh and his 
subjects ; the conduct of Ha- 
zael ; the conduct of Judas in 
betraying, and the conduct of 
Peter in denying his Master ; 
the conduct of the man of ‘sin, 
and the conduct of whole na- 
tions and kingdoms. There is 
a multitude of predictions of the 
free and voluntary actions of 
men to be found in the bibles 
which put it beyond doubt, 4 
that God is able to foretel the § 
actions of men. But how could 
this be possible, if the way of 
man was in himself, and he 
could direct his steps independ- 
ently of the divine guidance and 
influence? It is impossible, in 
the nature of things, for God to 
foreknow and forctel any con- 
duct of men, which is not in 
the least under his direction.— 
If it be true, then, that he does 
foreknow and foretel the con- 
duct of men, it must be equally 
true, that he does, by some 
means, govern their conduct. 
The divine predictions of the 
future conduct of men, are a 
demonstration of his governing 
all their actions. Besides, 

2. As God is able, so he must 
be disposed to govern all the 
conduct of men. He has made 
them rational andimmortalcrea- 
tures, and designs to employ 
them as instruments to promcte 
his own glory. Hts glory there- 
fore requires him to direct ali 
their steps, and govern all their 
intentions, volitions and actions: 
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Should he fail to do this ina 
mm) ae ee single instance, he would so far 
| relinquish and fuil of answering 
iH his original design in creation. 
The same motive, which indu- 

ced Ged to bring any person in- 

| to existence, must induce him 
1 to govern all the conduct of that 
b| person, through every period of 
es his existence. ‘a here is precise- 
ly the same certsinty that God 
governs all the conduct of all 
mankind, as there is that he has 
actually given them existence. 
It would be unworthy of God to 
bring men into existence, to an- 
swer no purpose, and no less un- 
worthy of God to bring men in- 
to existence to answer a certain 
purpose, and then neglect to 
govern their conduct so as to 
make them answerthat purpose. 
Whoever admits, that God is 
not only able, but disfosed to 
govern all the conduct of men, 
must admit, that he actually 
does govern all their free and 
voluntary actions. The predic- 
tions and purposes of God, con- 
firm the dceclarations of his 
word upon this subject. How- 
: ever difficult some may suppose 
| it to be, for God to govern the 
actions of free, moral agents ; 
| yet there is no truth in the bible 
ia @pable of more clear and infal- 
| Lble proof. It necessarily re- 

suits from the nature of man, 
the wisdom of Ged, and the im- 
mutability ef his counsels. Ac- 
cordingly, those who believe 
the existence of God, and the 
divinity of the scriptures, gen- 
erally and almost universally 
believe and maintain, that God 
does govern not only the natural, 
but moral world ; that is, he 
governs all the free and volunta- 
ry conduct of mankind. But 
there is another point in which 
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they are not so well agreed, and 
that is, 

IJI. How God governs all the 
conduct of men; or what he 
does to direct all their steps, and 
guide them in all their ways, 

Though we cannot form a 
distinct and clear idea of the 
manner of God’s operation in 
any case ; yet we can clearly 
perceive the effects he produces 
by his operations. And it is 
just as casy to conccive of his 
operating upon mind, as upon 
mattcr. So that there is no ab- 
surdity or impropriety in inqui- 
ring how God governs all the 
minds of men in their free and 
voluntary conduct. Ifers let it 
be observed, then, 

1. That one thing God does to 
govern the conduct of men, is 
to exhibit motives of action— 
No person can act without a 
motive. He cannot walk. with- 
out a motive to walk ; he can- 
not speak, without a motive to 
speak ; he cannot choose or re- 
fuse, without choosing or refu- 
sing some object in view of the 
mind. Adam and Eve acted in 
the view of motives, in trans- 
gressing the divine prohibition. 
One motive was the pleasantness 
of the forbidden fruit; and an- 
other motive was to become as 
sods, knowing good and evil, 
Cain had a motive in killing A- 
bel, and we are told what it was. 
Judas had a motive in betraying 
Christ ; and Christ himself had 
a motive in laying down his life, 
the joy that was sct before him. 
But it is needless to mention 
particular instances, since it 1s 
true of all men, in all cases, that 
they always act from motive; 
and cannot act without some ob- 
ject in view. When God de- 


‘signs that any person should act 











1910. | 


ina certain way, he always ex- 
hibits before his mind some mo- 
tive of action, and that which is 
best adapted to the purpose. He 
always knows the nature and 
tendency of every external mo- 
tive, and among an infinite va- 
riety of motives, he always pre- 
sents the most proper, in any 
given case. He can fix the 
mind of any person upon a pre- 
sent, or a distant, a visible or an 
invisible object. Whata variety 
of objects possess the minds of 
a religious assembly in the house 
of God ? What a variety of ob- 
jects possess the minds of a con- 
course of people at a funeral, or 
any other solemn or joyful oc- 
casion ? God can bring the mind 
to an object, or an object to the 
mind. When God intends a 
person shall walk, or converse, 
or rejoice, or mourn, he always 
exhibits proper motives to these 
exercises of body and mind.— 
And it is no impeachment of his 
omnipotence to say, that he can- 
not make mankind act, without 
exhibiting motives of acticn. 
But since motives do not act 
upon the mind, as weights do 
upon the scale, God cannot goyv- 
ern the conduct of men, by the 
mere exhibition of motives. Any 
objective motives may be reject- 

This all men know, by their 
own experience. 
sons will sometimes reject mo- 
tives to a good action, and some- 
times motives to a bad one. 
Iience men never know when 
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The same per- | 





they present motives to one an- | 
other, whether their motives will | 
be rejected or not. Something | 
more, therefore, is necessary for | 
God to do, in order to govern 
men’s conduct, than barely pre- 
citing motives to their view.— 


‘And this leads us to observe, 
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2. That he governs men’s con- 
duct by making them willing to 
act agreeably to the motives 
which he exhibits. He made 
Abraham willing fo leave his 
own country, in view of the pro- 
mise he made him ; and willing 
to sacrifice his son, in tlie view 
of his command. He made Mo- 
ses willing to quit the court of 
Egypt, and suffer affliction with 
the people of God, in view of 
the recompense of reward. He 
made Saul willing to go to Sam- 
uel, in view of the motive whicit 
his servant suggested. And ir 
the same manner he makes eve- 
ry person willing to act just as 
he does aet, in the view of the- 
motive he suggests to his mind, 
in the moment of acting. Toff 
do this he puts forth an act of 
his power, and produces the de- 
sire, the affection, the volition, 
ov the external action, which he 
designs the person should feel 
orexpress. He operates direct- 
ly upon the heart of the agent, 
and causes him to feel and act 
just as he pleases. ‘To teke a 
scripture instance ; * The king’s 
heart is in the hand of the Lord, 
as the rivers of water; he turn- 
eth it whithersoever he will.”’—. 
When Nehemiah madc bis re- 
quest to the king of Babylon, to 
go and assist his afflicted people 
at Jerusalem, God moved his 
heart to grant hisrequest. And 
thus he moves the hearts of all 
men, to feel and act, just as 
he pleases, through the whole 
course of their lives. He di- 
vects ali their steps, by opera- 
ting directly upon their hearts, 
and moving them toact. ‘Thi: 
is doing more than any created 
being cando. Good angels may 
suggest good motives, and bac! 
angels bad motives, to action ; 
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| | but neither good nor bad angels, 
i ih can make either good or bad men 
wy act. It is the prerogative of 
Fy God, to work in men both to 
| will and to do, or to make them 
K | act in view of the motives he 
I | | presents to their minds. Thus 
we see how it is, Gad leads all 
tnankind in the ten thousand dif- 
ferent ways in which they walk, 
and directs all their steps. Itis 
by holding up proper motives 
before them continually, and 
continually operating upon their 
hearts, in the vicw of the mo- 
tives presented. He makes the 
heart follow the motive, just as 
the needle follows the maguet. 
He governs the heart, which 
governs the external conduct of 
every man in the world.—It now 
remuins to show, 
IV. Why good men are wil- 
ling to acknowledge this truth. 
The prophet seems to speak 
with peculiar satisfaction, when 
he says, * O Lord, I know the 
way of man is not in himself: 
it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his steps.” This expres- 
ses the feeling of all good men ; 
they are all willing to acknow- 
ledge, that God governs all the 
conduct of men. The question 
10w Is, why are they willing to 
acknowledge this truth? The 
| following reasons naturally oc- 
} cur. 
1. Because they fully believe 
| it. They have had their cyes 
| 
/ 
| 
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opened to see the relation which 
i} God bears to them, and which 
they bear to him,jas their Crea- 
i} tor. ‘They have been made to 
realize ghatin God they live, 
; and move and have their being ; 
i that they are in his hand, as the 
clay is in the hand of the pot- 
ter. They have found their 
minds to be under his supreme 
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control; and that it is not of 
him that willeth, or of him that 
runneth, butof God that sheweth 
mercy. They have found that all 
the motives of eternity, would 
have just such an effect as God 
pleased, and produce either 
love or hatred, according to his 
influence upon their hearts, 
Here the prophet represents the 
whole church of God, as saying 
to him, “ We are the clay, and 
thou our potter.” All saints 
have been made to feel that they 
are creatures, and this has made 
them feel and know, that God 
does constantly govern the 
hearts of all mankind. They 
have no more doubt of this truth, 
than they have of the struggles 
they have felt in contemplating 
the sovereignty of God, in the 
dispensations of providence 
and grace; or of their unwil- 
lingness, that God should form 
others, and not them, for the 
kingdom of glory. This is one 
reason why they are willing to 
acknowledge, that God governs 
all the conduct of men. 

2. They are willing to ac- 
knowledge this truth, because 
it reflects honor upon God. It 
places God on the throne, and 
throws all his creatures at his 
footstool. It exhibits him as 
ruling in the hearts of all the 
intelligent creation, and doing 
all his pleasure in the world be- 
low, in the world above, and in 
all worlds. We cannot forma 
more exalted idea of God, than 
to view him as_ holding the 
moral world in his hand, and 
turning their views, their desires, 
their intentions, their designs, 
and all their actions into that dl- 
rection, which will best promote 
his own glory. Those who 
loye the glory of God, equally 
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love to acknowledge his supre- 
macy over themselves, and the 
whole intelligent universe. 
They are pleased to give unto 
God the glory of his univers:! 
and absolute government. Be- 
sides, 

3. They are Willing to ac- 
knowledee this truth, because 
they derive peculiar consolation 
from it. It gives them joy to 
reflect, that the Lord reigns, and 





that he reigns in the hearts of 


all moral agents, and governs 
the conduct of all mankind from 
the highest to the lowest, from 
the king on ‘his throne, to the 
sinallest and meanest of his sub- 
jects. They cannot trust in 
their own hearts, nor in the 
hearts of their fellow men ; but 
they can trust in Him, who 
governs the hearts of the whole 
human race, with perfect wis- 
dom and goodness. Though 
they may be involved in dark- 
ness, yet they know there is no 
darkness in God, and in his 
light they can see light. This 
miakes them willing to realize 
and acknowledge the moral gov- 
ernment of God over the moral 
world. For it is in the view and 
love of this truth, that they can 
rejoice in God at all times, and 
inder all circumstances. 
N. D. A. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


REV. SIR, 


AGREEABLY to information 
received, that a narrative of the 
Vor. WI. No. 10, 


Revival cf Religion in Saybrook. 
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religious revival in this place 
was requested, [ transmit the 
inclosed. 

With respect, 

your friend and brother 
in the gospel, 

FRED. Wm HOTCHKISS, 

Saybrook, Aug. 19, 1810, 


N the year 1808, there ap- 

peared a religious attention 
among many individuals in this 
place ; the result of which was 
an unusual accession to the 
church, of persons who have 
continued to give the most sat- 
isfactory evlences of their hav- 
ing chosen the good part. 

In the autumn of 1809, a 
very general religious impres- 
sion pervaded the people of all 
ages and classes. At first, a 
few individuals, under deep spi- 
ritual concern, came to me, de- 
sirous of instruction in the doc- 
itrines of grace ; and anxiously 
inquiring what they should do 
to be saved. 

Their feelings and inquiries 
1 soon found to be common with 
numbers who had, hitherto, ina 
great measure, concealed them 
from their friends. The time 
had now arrived, in which they 
could be suppressed no longer. 
They became manifest by an un- 
usual attention to the word ; by 
desires for religious meetings ; 
by frequent assemblings and 
crowded audiences. For fre- 
quency, religious services could 
not equal their wishes ; and for 
duration. could not be protract- 
ed beyond their desires and en- 
gagedness to hear. Indeed, this 
carnestness to receive the word 
was often beyond the strength 
of the hearer. 

After attending to the usual 
course of religious service, cases 
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of conscience, and questions on 
scriptural passages and doctrines 
were discussed; and the whole 
closed, with an audience, seem- 
ingly, as earnest to hear as at 
the commencement. 

This experience was limited 
to no particular age. -In the 
same assembly you might see 
advanced years and youth in si- 
Ient solemnity, or bathed in 
tears ; while children, less able 
to command their feelings, 
would, occasionally. break forth 
into lamentation.—-The case of 
the latter might have been the 
effect of religious sympathy ; 
yet to this day, the impression 
continues, and is manifested by 
their loving to meet together, in 
their imperfect but regular way, 
under parental inspection. 

This unusual disposition to 
hear religious truths has con- 
tinued from the month of No- 
vember Iast to the present time; 
if with less zeal, yet with una- 
bated perseverance. 

The effect of this general im- 
pression has been a study of the 
scriptures among all descrip- 
tions of people. Even among 
those who did not countenance 
this religious engagedness, the 
bible was, from various motives, 
read, examined and compared 
with the doctrines of grace so 
much advocated by the religious- 
ly attentive. The consequence 
of this has been conviction in 
some, who were opposers; an 
entire change in the sentiments 
of others, who had been visible 
Christians ; and new awaken- 
ings in many who, before, were 
esteemed suints. Indeed, the 
whole face of society was sud- 
denly changed. Instead of 
news-paper-politics and conver- 
sation, you could scarce find two 
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persons met together, but either 
the bible was before them, or the 
doctrines of grace the subject 
which engaged them. 

Some respectable inhabitants, 
totally unused to the scene which 
now occupied the attention of 
all, questioned, “ whereunto all 
this would grow ;” and seemed 
alarmed, fearing the religious 
order, peace and union of the 
society were greatly endangered, 
No open opposition has, how- 
ever, been manifested. Individ- 
uals would, occasionally, speak 
lightly, and some even scoffing- 
ly and profanely for a season : 
while others who, at first, were 
unfriendly to the work, and ask- 
ed unbelievingly, “ What good 
thing can arise from this zeal, 
and these meetings,” were bid- 
den, “* Come and see.” They 
came to mock, but remained to 
pray : they came, and beholding 
the solemn attention and regular 
deportment, became believers 
and advocates. 

How could it be otherwise! 
For, if we say nothing of many 
remarkable impressions and sin- 
gularly striking experiences of 
some, there were many who 
were so indisputably the subjects 
of a gracious change, that un- 
belief wus reduced to say, 
“Surely this is the finger of 
God.” 

Here you would see not only 
the cold formalist and proud 
moralist become the humble and 
engaged advocates of the power 
of gedliness, but the habitually 
prophane swearer become regu- 
larly pious, and a man of prayer. 
False oaths, too, which had been 
concealed for more than sixteen 
years, known only to God and 
to the person concerned, now 
brought forth by the power of 
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conviction, and confessed with a 
humility rising above the fear of 
reproach ; satisfaction rendered 
to the injured, and repentance 
manifested by subsequent con- 
duct. 

More than twenty heads of 
familics have commenced and 
continued prayer in their hou- 
ses ; where family devotion had 
before been neglected for twen- 
ty, and for near forty years ; 
while others, who had formerly 
thus practised but bad disused 
it, now resumed the duty, with 
sentiments and feelings far dil- 
ferent, and we believe, altogeth- 
er better. This happy fruit of 
the revival, which now leaves 
comparatively smali the number 
of prayerless families in this 
place, has been, with other ac- 
companying effects, so convin- 
cive, that some of the most im- 
penetrable minds ‘have yielded 


to the evidence, that this revival: 


isa real and happy reformation. 

The church of Christ will 
long remember the desirable 
accessions to their number and 
strength. 

More than seventy have been 
added to it, in about ten months; 
and ninety-four, if we include 
those of the year preceding — 
These, with the former mem- 
bers in full communion, are 
computed to be not far from one 
fourth part of the number of 
souls within the parochial limits 
of the place. 

Desirable as the accessions, in 
the year past, may have been, 
we might mention an equal 
number whe, in the judgment of 
others, have given satisfactory 
evidence of being the subjects 
of Divine grace in the heart. 
Some of these are not yet able 
to appropriate the promises to 
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their case and experience, 
though confessedly changed in 
their life and exemplary inChris- 
lian virtues : others, of this de- 
scription, are youths of thir- 
reen and sixteen, waiting farther 
experience and instruction. 

In 4 general view of this work 
of grace we might say, that it 
has commenced and progressed, 
not by previous overwhelming 
terror, but by a silent, solemn, 
deep concern. This appears to 
have originated from a convic- 
tion of sin as the burthen ; of 
a heart altogether vile, and hos- 
tile to a holy law ; justly ex- 
posed to infinite wrath, and 
wholly dependent on sovereign 
elective grace for salvation.— 
This, after different degrees of 
anguish in soul, and different 
continuance in duration, has 
been followed, in some cases, 
with lively transports of joy, and 
bright views of the grace of a 
holy, but pardoning God: in 
others, by less assurance, yet 
evident and growing consola- 
tions in believing. In some, 
great fears,amidst acknowledged 
cause for gratitude and hope, 
have still predominated ; and 
generally, a disposition rather to 
be jealous of their own heart, 
than to be over-confident of a 
saving change. ‘lhe latter have, 
however, given to others evi- 
dences, by achange of life, not 
inferior to the former. Their 
burthen is, Oh! I have such 
views of the goodness of God, 
contrasted with my own vile re- 
turns, my hard heart, and my 
total want of any thing good 
within me, as humble me into 
the dust, and almost forbid me 
to hope for pardoning mercy. 

The general effect of the 
whole werk, at this time, is re- 
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ligious union without an instance 
of sectarianism. Not an indi- 
vidual has, hitherto, relinquish- 
ed the only house of worship 
and communion in this place.— 
Sentiments opposed to the doc- 
trines of grace, either disappear, 
or are suppressed, or are grow- 
ingly disapproved. Hatred and 
variances, which had existed for 
years, deep-rovted and invete- 
rate, have changed into love and 
returning cordiality, sealed at 
the table of the covenant. Sab- 
baths, and especially commun- 
ion-sabbaths are frequented not 
only by numbers, but by those 
who for years had not-been seen 
in the church. 

Among the subjects of appa- 
rent change, no instance of apos- 
tacy has been found, but a grow- 
ing establishment in their pro- 
fessed experience and Christian 
conduct. 

Such is briefly the narrative of 
a rclivious revival in this place ; 
altogether new and unparalleled 
among this people. in the mem- 
ory or hearsay of the oldest liv- 
lay. 

In an ancient revival of reli- 
gion, about the middle of the 
last century, some enthusiasm 
and irregulority accompanying 
it in some places and instances, 
had occasioned so much preju 
dice in the minds of many of 
our respectable inhabitants, and 
some aed professors, that a re- 
revival was, in their estimation 
burt another name for religious 
enthusiasm and disorder. Eve- 
ning meetings were therefore 
Gis »pproved by many ; and gre=t 
coldness manifested by others. 
whose prejudices have since 
subsided, and in several cases 
Changed to an engagedness in 
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promoting what, at first, they 
wished to suppress. 

Religious order and Christian 
love, with increase of scriptural 
knowledge and general peace, 
comfort and union, have so eyi. 
dently arisen from it, that we 
are constrained to say, “ This 
work is not of men, but of God.” 


Et SS 


At a Meeting, in Farmington, 
Sefitember 5thy 1810. of the 
Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions. afifiotnted by the 
General Association of Massa- 
chusetts Profier, at their ses- 
stons in Bradford, June 27th 
1810 ; firesent 


His Excellency Jonn Treap- 
WELL, Esq. Rev. Drs. Joseru 
L.yMAN, SAMUEL SPRING, Rev. 
SAMUEL WORCESTER, CALVIN 
CHAPIN, 


The meeting was opened witlf 
prayer, by Dr. Lyman. 


OTED, That the doings 

of the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts Proper, 
relative to the appointment and 
duties of this Board, shall be 
entered on the minutes of the 
present sessions. Those doings 
are expressed in the following 
words, viz. 

“ Four young gentlemen, 
members of the Divinity Col- 
lege, were introduced. and pre- 
sented the following paper. 

* The undersigned, membcrs 
of the Divinity College, respect- 
fully request the attention of 
their Rev. Fathers, convened in 
the General Association at Brad- 
ford, to the following statement 
and ingutrics. 
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«“ They beg leave to state. that 
their minds have been long im- 
pressed with the duty and im- 
portance of personally attempt- 
inz a mission to, the heathen ; 
that the impressions on their 
minds have induced a serious, 

nd they trust. a prayerful con- 
sideration of the subject in i's 
various attitudes, particularly in 
relation to the probable success, 
and the difficulies, attending 
such an attempt! 3 and that. after 
exemininge ail the information 
which they can obtain, they con- 
sider themselves as devoted to 
this work for lif), wnenever God, 
in his providence, shall opcn the 
Way. 

* They now offer the follow- 
ing inguiries. on Which they so- 
licit (he opinion and advice ot 
this association Whether, with 
their present views and feelings, 
they ought to renounce the ob- 
ject of missions, as either vis- 
ionary or impracticable ; if not, 


whether they ought to direct 
their attention to the eastern, 


or western world ; whether 
they may expect patronage and 
support from a Missionary So- 
ciety in this country, or must 
commit themselves to the direc- 
tion of a European Society ; and 
what preparatory measures they 
ought to take previous to actual 
engagement ? 

“ The undersigned, feeling 
their youth and inexperience, 
look up to their fathers in the 
church, and respectfully solicit 
their advice, direction, and pray- 
crs. 

AponiramM Jupson, Jun. 
SamvuxL Nort, Jun. 
SAMUEL J. MiLLs, 
SAMUEL NEWELL.” 
“ After hearing from the young 
gentlemen some more particular 
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account of the state of their 
minds, and their views, relative 
to the subject offered to consid- 
eration, the business was com- 
mitted to the Rev. Messrs. 
Spring, Worcester, and Hale. 

“ The committee on the sub- 
ject of Foreign Missions, made 
the following report, which was 
unanimously accepted.” 

“ The committee to whom 
was referred the request of the 
young gentlemen, members of 
the Divinity College, for advice 
relative to missions to the hea- 
then, beg leave to submit the 
following report. 

“ The object of missions to 
the heathen, cannot but be re- 
garded, by the fricnds of the 
Redeemer, as vas'ly interesting 
and important. It deserves the 
most serious attention of all who 
Wish well to the best interests 
of mankind, and especially of 
those who devote themselves to 
the service of God in the king- 
dom of his Son, under the im- 
pression of the special direction 
“ go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” he state of their minds, 
modestly expressed by the the- 
ological students, who have pre- 
sented themselves before tiis 
body, and tke testimonies re- 
ceived respecting them, are 
such as dezply to impress the 
conviction, that they ought not 
to renounce the object of mis- 
sions, but sacredly to cherish 
their present views, In relation 
to that object: and it is submit- 
ted whether the peculiar and 
abiding impressions, by which 
they are influenced, ought not 
io be gratefully recognized, as 
a divine intimation of something 
good and great in relation to the 
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90 
propagation of the gospel, and 
calling for correspondent atten- 
' tion and exertions. 

ir “ Therefore, voted, that there 
be instituted by this General 
Association, a Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, 
for the purpose of devising 
ways and means, and adopting 
and prosecuting measures, for 
promoting the spread of the 
gospel in heathen lands. 

“ Voted, That the said Board 
of Commissioners consist of 
nine members, all of them in the 
first instance, chosen by this 
Association ; and afterwards 
annually, five of them by this 
body and four of them by the 
General Association of Connec- 
ticut.—Provided, however, that, 
if the General Association of 
Connecticut do not choose to 
unite in this object, the annual 
election of all the Commission- 
ers shall be by this General As- 
sociation. 

“ It is understood, that the 
Board of Commissioners, here 
contemplated, will adopt their 
own form of organization, and 
their own rules and regula- 
i ! tions. 

“ Voted, That fervently com- 
mending them to the grace of 
God, we advise the young gen- 
tlemen, whose request is before 
us, in the way of eariest praver 
and diligent attention to suitable 
studies and means of informa. 
tion, and putting themselves un- 
1 der the patronage and direction 
of the Board of Commissioners 
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their 
sign.” 

“ Pursuant to the report of 
the Committee the Association 


great and excellent de- 


I for Foreign Missions, humbly 
| to wait the openings and guid- 
i ance of providence in respect to 
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proceeded to institute a Board 
of Commissiorers for Foreign 
Missions, and the following ren. 
tlemen were chosen; His Ex. 
cellency John Treadwell, Esq. 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Dwight, 
Gen. Jedediah Huntington, and 
Rev. Calvin Chapin. of Connec- 
ticut; Rev. Dr. Joseph Lyman, 
Rey. Dr. Samuel Spring, Wil- 
liam Bartlett, sq. Rev. Samuel 
Worcester, and Deacon Samuel 
H. Walley, of Massachusetts. 

“ Voted, That the gentlemen 
of the commission, belonging to 
Newburyport, Salem and Boston, 
consult with the other mem. 
bers, for the purpose of appoint- 
ing a time and place for the first 
meeting of the Board.” 

The Board then formed and 
adopted the following Constitu- 
tion. 

1. The Board shall be known 
by the name and style of the 
American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Forcign Missions. 

2. The object of this Board 
isto devise, adopt, and prose- 
cute ways and means for pro- 
pagating the gospel among 
those, who are destitute of the 
knowledge of christianity. 

3 This Board shall, at every 
annual meeting, elect. by ballot, 
a President, Vice-President, and 
a Prudential Committee of 
their own number ; also a Re- 
cording Secretary, and a Corres- 
ponding Secretary, a ‘Preasur- 
| er, and an Auditor of the Treas- 
ury, either of their cwn number, 
or of other persons, at their dis- 
cretion. 

4. The annual meetings of 
this Board shall be held alternate- 
ly in Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, on the third Wednes- 
alay of every September, at ten 
o'clock, A. M. The place ct 
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every such meeting is to be fix- 
ed at the annual meeting next 
preceding. ‘The President shail 
call a special meeting at the re- 
quest of a majority of the Pru- 
dential Committee, or of any 
other three members of the 
Board. Five members of the 
Board shall constitute a quorum, 
a majority of whom shall be 
competent to the transaction of 
ordinary business. 

5. The Prudential Commit- 
tee, under the direction of the 
Board, shall have power to trans- 
act any business necessary to 
promote the object of the insti- 
tution; and shall, in writing, 
report their doings to each an- 
nual meeting. 

6. The Auditor by himself, 
or with such others as may be 
joined with him, shall annually 
audit the Treasurer’s accounts, 
and make report to the annual 
meeting of the Board. 

7. It shall be the duty of the 
Commissioners to receive all 
donations of money, other prop- 
erty and evidences of property, 
and the same deliver to the Pru- 
dential Committee ; and the 
committee shall deliver the 
same to the Treasurer, to be 
managed by him for the inter- 
est of the funds. 

8. The Treasurer, in keep- 
ing his accounts, shall distin- 
guish such monies as may be 
appropriated, by the donors, for 
immediate use, from such, the 
interest of which is alone ay pli- 
cable to use, and the principal is 
designed to form a permanent 
fund ; the surplus of the former 
Which may, at any time, 
be in his hands, he shall place 
at interest, on good security, for 
such limited period as the Pru- 
dential Committee shall direct ; 
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and the principal of the latter 
he shall place and keep at inter- 
est, or vest in stock, as he shall 
be ordered by the Board, or by 
the said Committee. 

9. The Prudertial Commit- 
tee shall keep an account of all 
moni¢s und other property, or 
evidences of property, by them 
received, and of all payments 
by them made either to the 
Treasurer, or for other purpose- 
es; and of all orders by them 
drawn on the Treasurer: And 
their accounts shall be annually 
audited and reported to the 
Board. 

10. The Commissioners shall 
be entitled to be paid their ne- 
cessary expenses incurred in 
going to, attending upon, and 
returning from meetings of the 
Board ; and all officers of the 
Board shall be, in like manner, 
entitled to be paid their neces- 
sary expenses, and they shall, 
in euch case, be ligindated and 
allowed by the Board: but no 
commissioner or officer shall be 
entitled to receive any compen- 
sation for his personal servi- 
ces. 

il, The appointment of 
Missionaries, their destination, 
appropriations for their support, 
and their recall from service, 
when necessary, shall be under 
the exclusive direction of the 
Board. 

12. <A report of the trans- 
actions of this Board shall annu- 
ally be made, in writing, to the 
respective Bodies, by which the 
Commissioners are appoint- 
ed. 

18. This Board will hold 
correspondence with Missiona- 
ry and other Societies for the 
furtherance of the common ob- 
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14, This constitution shall be 
subject to any additions or 
amendments which expericnce 
may prove necessary. by the 
Board at an annual meeting: 
provided the additions or amend- 
ments be proposed, in writing, 
to the Board at the preceding 
meeting. 

Joun TREADWELL, 
JoserH Lyman, 
SAMUEL SPRING, 
Catvin CHaPin, 
SamMuEL WoRCESTER 


The Board then proceeded to 
the choice of officers for the year 
ensuing, and the following were 
elected : 

HIS FXCELLENCY 
JOHN TREADWELL, Esq, 
President. 

Rev. Dr. SPRING, Vice-Pres’t. 

Witii1amM BartLett, sq. 
Rev. Dr. Sprinc, Rev. SAMUEL 
WorcEstreER, Prudential Com- 
miitee. 

Rev. Carvin Cuapin, Record- 
ing Secretary. 

Rev. SAMUEL WoRCESTER, 
Correspond. Sec’y. 
Deacon Samuet H. WALLeEy, 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Josuua GoopaLg, 
Auditor. 


Voted, That the Prudential 
Committee prepare a Report, 
and submit the same to the 
Board ; and that the Board sub- 
mit it to the General Association 
of Massachusetts Proper, and to 
the General Association of Con- 
necticut. 

Voted, Yhat the Prudential 
Committee and Corresponding 
Secretary be requested to obtain 
the best information, in their 
rewer, respecting the state of 





unevangelized nations on the: 
western abd ecstern continents, 
and report, at the next meet. 
ing of the Board. 

Voted, ‘Vhat the Bovrd highly 
approve the readiness of the 
young gentlemen, at Andover, 
toenter upon a forcign mission ; 
and that it is adviseable for them 
to pursue their studics til! fur- 
ther information relative to the 
missionary field be obtained, and 
the finances of the institution 
will justify the appointment 

Voted, That the nexi annual 
meeting of this Board be in Wor- 
cester, (Mass.) at such place as 
the Prudential Commitiee shall 
provide. 

Voted, That five hundred co- 
pies of the doings of the present 
mee ing be printed ; that thirty 
copics be transmitted to each of 
the Commissioners ; and that 
the rem.ining copies be put into 
the hands of the Prudentiui 
Committee for circulation; and 
the Prudential Committee will 
draw upon the Treasurer for 
reimbursement of the expense. 

Voted, Vhat the Recording 
Secretary be requested to pro- 
cure the printing and distribu- 
tion of the duings of this meet- 
ing, as stated in the preceding 
vote. The meeting was con- 
cluded with prayer by Dr. 
Spring. 

By order of the Board, 

JOHN TREADWELL, 

Presiden. 
Attest, Carvin CHAPIN, 
Recording Sccreiary. 


The following address was 
then prepared and read. 

The American Board of Com- 
missioners for Fereign Missions: 
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solicit the serious and liberal at- 
tention of the Christian public. 

The Redeemer of men, who, 
although “ he was rich, for our 
sakes became poor,” just before 
he ascended up on high to give 
gifts unto men, gave it in spe- 
cial charge to his disciples to 
“go into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” Almost eighteen centu- 
ries have passed away since this 
charge was delivered, and yet a 
great proportion of our fellow 
men, ignorant of the gospel, are 
“ sitting in the region and sha- 
dow of death.” ‘The promise. 
however, is sure, that the Son 
“ shall have the heathen for his 
inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for his pos- 
session,” and that the world 
shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of the glory of the Lord.” 
The long expected day is ap- 
proaching. The Lord is shak- 
ing the nations ; his friends .in 
different parts of Christendom 
are roused from their slumbers ; 
and unprecedented exertions are 
muking for the spread of divine 
knowledge, and the conversion 
of the nations. In our own 
country, the missionary spirit is 
excited, 2nd much has already 
been done for imparting the gos- 
pel to the destitute in our new 
and frontier settlements. But 
for the millions on our own con- 
tinent and in other parts ef the 
world, to whom the gospel has 
never been preached, we have 
yet those exertions to make, 
which comport with the Sav- 
iour’s emphatical directions, and 
our distinguished advantages for 
promoting the great object, for 
Which he came down from Hea- 
ven and labored and suffered. 
A new scene, with us, is now 

Vou. IL. No, 10. 





opening. Itis ascertained that 
several young men, of good re- 
putation for piety and talents, 
under sacred and deep impres- 
sions, hold themselves devoted 
for life to the service of God, in 
the gospel of his Son, among 
the destitute, and are ready to 
go into any part of the unevan- 
gelized world, where providence 
shall open the door for their mis- 
sionary labors. Is not this a di- 
vine intimation of something 
great and good? And does it 
not call, with impressive empha- 
sis, for general attention and ex- 
ertion ? In the present state of 
the world, Christian missions 
cannot be executed without pe- 
cuniary support. Shall this sup- 
port be wanting ? When mil- 
lions are perishing for lack of 
knowledge, and young disciples 
of the Lord are waiting, with 
ardent desire, to carry the gos- 
pel of salvation to them ; shall 
those millions be left to perish, 
and that ardent desire be dis- 
appointed ? Is there, then, in 
those, who are favored with the 
gospel, the same mind, that was 
in Christ, when he freely gave 
his own blood for the redemp- 
tion of men? Should not this 
reflection come home to the 
hearts of the rich, and of all 
who, by the bounty of the Sav- 
iour, have it in their power to 
contribute even their mites, for 
the salvation of those for whom 
he died! 

Thecommissioners hold them- 
selves sacredly bound to use their 
best endeavors for promoting the 
rreat design, for whichthey have 
been appointed ; and solemnly 
pledge themselves to the Chris- 
tian public faithfully to appro- 
priate, according to their best 
discretion, all monies, which 
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shall be contributed and commit- | 


ted to their disposal, for aiding 
the propagation of the gospel in 
unevangelized lands. 


——e SS 


FOREICN. 

‘As the Bvitish and Foreign Bibie 
Scciety is the parent institution of 
ali others, which have been form- 
ed for the same benevolent pur- 
pose, we shall give to our readers 
their annual reports. These will 
serve as a general history of the 
rapid spread of the Christian 
Scriptures by the hand of “rs J 

=D. 


Sixth Refiort of the British and 
Loreign Bible Society. 


N Wednesday, the 2d May 

last, the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, held their 
Sixth Anniversary at the Old 
London ‘Tavern, Bishopsgate- 
street. The Right Hon. Lord 
Teignmouth, President of the 
Society, read from the chair the 
following Report of the Pro- 
ceedings during the last year. 


Sixth Report of the Committee of 


the Brittsh and Foreign Bible 

Society. 

Your Committee have now to 
lay before the members of the 
British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty the report of their proceed- 
ings during the sixth year of its 
nstitution. 

Resuming the narratives of 
their foreign correspondence, 


from the information in their 
Jast report, your commiitee have 


the satisfaction to state, that the 
measures adopted by them for 
promoting an edition of the 








[Ocr. 


Scriptures in the Polish Jan. 
guage, through the agency ef 
the Bible Society at Berlin, have 
proved successful. In conse. 
quence of the remittances made 
for this purpose, by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, the 
first sheet of the Old Testament 
issued from the press in April 
of the last year; and with a 
view to give publicity to the un- 
deriaking, and to shew the mode 
in which it was executed, copies 
of it were sent to all the prin- 
cipal Protestant congregations 
in Poland. 

The latest intelligence from 
the Bible Society at Berlin, re- 
specting the progress of this 
work, is contained in two letters: 
the first dated the bith of De- 
cembes, 1809. the last dated the 
20th March, 1810. From this 
it appears. that the proposed edi- 
tion, comprising 8,000 copies of 
the whole Bible, and 4,000 ex- 
tra copies of the New ‘Testa- 
ment, had then been advanced 
to the beginning of the prophe- 
cy of Danijel, and there was eve- 
ry reason to expect that the 
work vould be prosecuted to its 
conclusion with all possible ex- 
pedition. As the Berlin society 
depended on returns from the 
sule of Bibles in Poland, for ful- 
filling its engagements with the 
printer, and as there was fea- 
son to apprehend that such re- 
turns might not be made in due 
lime for this purpose, your com- 
mittee readily acceded to a pro- 
position of the society at Berlin, 
for a loan, if necessery, to be ad- 
vanced after the Polish Bible 
should be completed, under a 


‘condition of re-payment from 


the sale of that work. 
The preceding intelligence 


| was accompanied by a represen: 
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tation, that copies of the Bible 
in Lithuania, from their great 
scarcity, Lore a most exorbitant 
price, that the people of that 
coun'ry were in a still more im- 
poverished state than even the 
inhabitants of Poland, and of 
course inore incompetent to pro- 
vide # new edition of the Scrip- 
tures, Which was much wanted, 
from their own resourses.— 
Your committee, deeming this 
a case which particularly requi- 
red the assistance of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, de- 


termined to grant it ; they re-| 


commended the formation of a 
committee at Koningsberg for 
the express purpose of printing 
@ Lithuanian Bible, and authori- 
sed such committee to draw on 
the British and Foreign Bible 
Society for the sum of 300/. in 
aid of that work. 

In a subsequent letter from 
Berlin, dated the 27th of Febru- 
ary last, itis stated, that the Li- 
thuanian nation contains upwards 
of a million of people, many of 
whom are truly pious, but very 
poor ; and that one of the prin- 
cipal clergymen had causgd it to 
be published from all the pulpits 
belonging to Prussian Lithuania, 
that a new edition of the Lithua- 
nian bible was about to be print- 
ed, and invited the members of 
the different congregations to 
become subscribers to this work. 
In consequence of which, sev- 
eral hundreds had already given 
in their names. 

Your committee have still to 
lament the continuance of those 
impediments, which have so 
long interrupted their corres- 
pondence with the German Bi- 
ble Society at Basle. The on- 
ly letter received from that so- 


ciety during the last year, dated | 
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July 1, 1809, warmly expresses 
its grateful feelings, for the gen- 
erous support repeatedly afford. 
ed to it by the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. It con- 
firms the expectations held out 
in your committee’s last report, 
both with respect to a second 
edition of the German Bible, 
and to an edition of 5,000 New 
Testaments. undertaken by a 
society of active Christians at 
Basle, for the benefit of the 
Grison Mountaineers. in their 
peculiar dialect; by stating, with 
respect to the former, that, ** out 
of 5,500 copies, which left the 
press in December last, almost 
the whole are disposed of, and 
the second edition of 8,000 is 
begun ;” and with respect to the 
latter, that the impression was 
nearly completed. 

The active zeal so successful- 
ly displayed by the German Bi- 
ble society in distributing French 
Testaments, has been already 
noticed ; it has induced your 
committee to assist them with 
a grant of 200/. for the purchase 
of Bibles and Testaments, for 
sale or gratuitous distribution in 
Languedoc, where a number of 
pious protestant clergymen have 
large congregations ; and in 
other parts of I’rance. 

By a letter from Basle, dated 
April 4, 1810, it appears that 
the committee of the German 
Bible society have received the 
2002. remitted to them for the 
purchase of French Bibles and 
Testaments, with many thanks. 
They have also purchased 4,000 
copies of the French Testament, 
und have sent them to different 
depositaries in Montbiliard, Nis. 
mes, and other places in France, 
From several parts of the scuth- 
eastern provinces of France ay. 


| 
| 
| 
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thentic accounts have been re-{ second edition of 4,000 cep. 


ceived, that many Roman Cath- 
olics requested copies of the 
Testaments, and had read them 
with great eagerness and grat- 
itude. The Romanese Testa- 
ment has been completed, and 


received with extraordinary joy | 


by the poor inhabitants of the 
Grisons. To this intelligence 
it was added, that a member of 
the Basle committee had under- 
taken to print 4,000 copies of 
the Old Vestament in French, 
on condition that the commit- 
tee should take 1.000 copies ; 


advanced to the third sheet: 
and further, that a strong de- 
sire had been manifested among 
the Grisons to proceed to the 
printing of the Oid Testamen: 
in the Romonese, but that theit 
fonds were unequal tothe work: 
Your commiitee. therefore. desi- 
rous of encouraging these impo- 
tent undertakings, both with re- 
spect to France and the Grisons, 
resolved to assist the Basie com- 

ittee with a grant of Sood, for 
the first object, and 200/. for the 
last. 

Your committee have next to 
advert to their correspondence 
with the Evangelical Society at 
Stockholm. In their last re- 
port, they stated that the sum 
of 300/ had been remitted to 
that society for the purpose of 
enzbling it to undertake an edi- 
tion of the Swedish New Tes- 
tament on standing types. In- 
couraged by this remittance. 
the socieiy proceeded immedi- 
ately to the exccution of the 
work. The first sheet was 
printed in May ; and by intelli- 
gence, dated March 23, 1810, 
it appears that the last sheet 
had left the press ; and thata 


| 





| 


| 














ies would be immediately un. 
dertaken. 

A very satisfactory specimen 
of it has been received by your 
committee. It will be gratify. 
ing to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society to be informed, 
that without its timely assistance 
the accomplishment of this work 
must have been considerably 
delayed. 

Your committee naturally en- 
tertained hopes, that an edition 
of the Olid ‘Testament in Swed- 


ish might also be printed ; and 
and that the work bad already | 


ii was therefore with much sat- 
isfaction they learnt, that the 
Evangelical society at Stock- 
holm had anticipated their ex- 
pectations by a proposal to un- 
dertuke it. Nor was that soci- 
cly Wanting In its exertions to 
procure the necessary funds for 
this purpose, by a public solici- 
tation of pecuniary contribu- 
tions. It was, however, appa- 
rent, that on account of theim- 
poverishiment occasioned by the 
war, the solicited assistance 
would not prove equal to the ex- 
penseg of the undertaking ; and 
that the assistance of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society 
would still be required to -for- 
ward the execution of it. In 
this conviction, and anxious to 
gratify the poor inhabitants of 
Sweden with a new edition of 
the whole bible, yourcommittee 
determined to assist the Evan- 
gelical society with a further 
grantof 300/.; and they have 
tie satisfaction to add, that 1n 
consequence of this donation, 
the work was immediately be- 
gun, and Michaelmas 1811 1s 
assigned as the expected period 
for its completion. The a 
mount of contributions in Swe- 
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den, considering the pressure 
of the times, has indeed exceed- 
ed all expectation, but it has by 
no means proved sufficient to 
render the assistance of the 
British and Foreign Bible socic- 
ty superfluous. 

Your committee have also a- 
vailed themselves of the assis- 
tance of the Evangelical Society 
at Stockholm, to print, at the ex- 
pense of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, a New Testa- 
ment in the dialect of Lapland, 
for the benefit of the inhabitants 
of that country. The neccessi- 
ty of this work, (as the former 
edition of 1755 was entirely 
exhausted), and the despair of 
accomplishing it, were forcibly 
pointed outtotwocorrespondents 
of your committee, by Bishop 
Nordon, at Tornea. It appear- 
ed also, thatin his diocese, which 
comprises the north of Sweden, 
and Swedish Lapland, there were 
about 10,000 Laplanders, unac- 
quainted with any language but 
that of their own country. The 
Bishop himself has undertak- 
en to superintend the publica- 
tion ; the expense of which, for 
an edition of 3,000 copies of the 
New Testament. may be estima- 
ted at about 200/. A specimen 
of this work has been received 
by your committee who have 
reason to believe, that it is by 
this time considerably advan- 
ced. 

The safe arrival, and due dis- 
tribution of the bibles sent by 
your committee for the use ol 
the German colonists on the 
banks of the Wolga, have been 
acknowledged by the Rev. M. 
Hiemer, another pastor of a 
German congregation in that 
quarter, who distributed part of 
them, and adds his testimony to 
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that of the Rev. Mr Huber in 
Catharinenstadt, that the pres- 
ent was received with the most 
lively emotions of gratitude. 
The second supply voted to 
them by your committee has 
probably reached them by this 
time. 

Your committee having learnt 
that the edition of the Arabic 
bible, printing under the patron- 
age of the bishop of Durham, 
was consiklerably advanced, re- 
garded this undertaking as one 
in which the funds of the socie- 
ty would be with the strictest 
propriety employed. They 
therefore resolved, that the sum 
of 250/. should be granted in aid 
of this work, and that the society 
should take 500 copies of the 
same at the selling price, when 
the impression shall have been 
completed. 

Your committee have now to 
advert to the transactions of the 
society with India. On this sub- 
ject itis only necessary to re- 
port, that the corresponding 
committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in Ben- 
gal have availed themselves of 
the pecuniary aid furnished for 
promoting the translation, and 
printing of the scriptures in the 
dialects of Hindostan ; these 
translations are proceeding in 


the most extensive manner, by 


various hands. Official accounts 
of the manner in which the so- 
ciety’s funds have been applied 
in promoting these translations, 
have been announced, as trans- 
mitted by the corresponding 
committee, but have not yet 
been received. Copies of the 
New Testament in Sanscrit, and 
of the four gospels in Hindust- 
anee, printed by the missiona- 
ries at Serampore, have been 
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presented to your committee ; 
and a bill for 1000/. drawn upon 
your society, and subscribed by 
all the members of the corres- 
ponding committee at Calcutta, 
has been duly honored. 

Under the head of foreign 
connections, it only remains 
briefly to report some very in- 
teresting information respecting 
Ceylon, for which your com- 
Mittee are indebted toSir Alex- 
ander Johnstone, who is lately 
returned from that island. The 
number of natives there, sub- 
ject to the British government, 
is computed at a million and a 
half; their languages are the 
Cingalese and ‘Yamul. Nearly 
the first three books of the Old 
"Testament, and the whole of the 
New, have been translated into 
the Cingalese, and printed at 


Columbo, at the charge of gov- | 


ernment, for the purpose of sup- 
plying the natives professing 
Christianity, who are said to be 
very numerous. It was further 
stated, that the means of print- 
ing at Columbo were very limit- 
ed, and that it was desirable they 
should be extended. 

This information naturally 
suggested to your committee a 
desire to supply the inhabitants 
of Ceylon more extensively with 
the holy scriptures ; and the 
question which occupied their 
consideration was, whether this 
could be most advantageously 
done, by printing a Cingalese 
edition of the scriptures in this 
country, or by affording such 
assistance as might facilitate the 
means of printing them on that 
island. Your committee have 
not yet obtained sufficient in- 
formation on this interesting 
subject to enable them to adopt 
a determination upon it; but 
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have taken the means to pro- 
cure it, by directing inquiries to 
be made in this country, and by 
opening a correspondence for 
the same purpose, both with 
Holland and Ceylon. 

The last report of your com- 
mittee noticed the institution of 
a Bib'e society at Philadelphia, 
and expressed their hopes, that 
similar establishments would be 
formed throughout the several 
states in the American union. 
These expectations have not 
been disappointed. Two socie- 
ties have been established at 
New-York: one under the de- 
nomination of “ The Young 
Men’s Bible Society,” and ano- 
ther under the designation of the 
* New-York Bible Society.”— 
The latter, of which the Rev. 
Dr. Livingstone is president, 
owes its origin professedly “to 
the laudable example of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society ;” 
and it has applied to your com- 
mittee for “ information. coun- 
sel, and aid.” To encourage 
and ussist the exertions of this 
New institution, a grant of 100/. 
has been made to it by your 
committee, who have also deem: 
ed it adviseable to recommend 
the incorporation of the two so- 
cieties into one institution. 

Your committee have also re- 
ceived intelligence, that bible so- 
cieties have been formed in Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts, and 
New Jersey : the particulars of 
the institutions at the two last 
mentioned places have not 
reached them ; but they are in 
possession of a printed account 
of the constitution of the socie- 
ty at Connecticut, and have pre- 
sented it with a donation of 50/. 
in aid of its funds. 

A letter from the correspond: 
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ing secretary of the Massachu- 
se'ts Bible Society, addressed 
to Sir William Pepperell, Bart. 
V. P. and accompanied with an 
address afid statement of the 
constitution, officers, &c. of 
that society, having been laid 
before your committee, they 
resolved to grant that society 
the sum of 100/. in aid of their 
funds. 


Of the probable utility of 
these several associations, a sat- 
isfactory idea may be formed 
from the intelligence which has 
been transmitted from America, 
expressing, that the demand 
for Bibles since the commence- 
ment of the distribution of them 
by the society at Philadelphia, 
has exceeded all expectation. 


Your committee having thus 
summarily reported the most 
material of their foreign trans- 
actions, will proceed to state the 
occurrences of the last year, 
within the united kingdom, in 
connection with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

On this occasion it is impos- 
sible to pass unnoticed an event 
which has filled your committee 
with the deepest regret, the 
death of one of the vice-presi- 
dents of the society, the lameni- 
ed and most respected late bish- 
op of London. They are per- 
suaded that every member of 
the institution will cordially 
sympathise with them on this 
expression of their feelings, as 
a tribute no less due to the pub- 
lic and private virtues of that 
venerable prelate, than to the 
station which he held in this so- 
ciety. 

The domestic occurrences, 
with a view to a clearer elucid:- 
tion of them, may be cenyen- 


British and Foreign Bible Society. 





3 99 


icntly arranged under the fol- 
lowing heads : 

1. New editions of the scrip- 
tures printed in England. 

3. Auxiliary bible societies in- 
stituted since the last generai 
meeting. 

3. Distribution of Bibles and 
Testaments : and 

4. Donations to the funds of 
the society. 

Under the first head, your 
committee have to report, that 
the edition of the New Testa- 
ment in the ancient and modern 
Greek, in parallel columns, com- 
menced in the last year, is near- 
ly completed ; and that the 
Dutch and Danish Testaments, 
announced in the former report 
as being in the press, are now in 
circulation. 

Your committee have also to 
report their resolution to print a 
version of the New Testament 
in the Irish language. 

This resolution has beenadop- 
ted on the fullest deliberation, 
and after the most minute in- 
quiry into the expediency of it. 
The doubts on this subject, 
which have long delayed the ex- 
ecution of the work, are not 
new, asthe question respecting 
the use of the bible and liturgy 
in the Irish tongue was amply 
discussed ina convocation held 
at Dublin as long ago as the 
year 1634, Itwasthen decided 
in the affirmative ; and the ar- 
guments admitted in favor of the 
proposition did not appear to 
your committee to have lost 
their weight, when considered 
as applicable to the question at 
this time. 

Your committee will not en- 
ter into a rec:epitulation of them : 
it will be sufficient to state, that 
there are still many Irish whe 
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{ } | may be induced to read the, ed, that a Mission has been for 
ee a sciiptures in their own lan-| these forty years past, estabjish. 

li guare, but will not read them | ed on tie coast of Labrador, for 
| i in the English or in the Gaelic ; | the purpose of instructing the 
i 4 and there is reason to believe | Esquimaux in the Christian Re. 
eo) that the demand for them on | ligion. To facilitate these cha- 
this account will probably be | ritable labors, your committee 
| | considerable. On the other! have printed a version of the 
hand, your committee have | gospel of St. John in the Esqui- 
heard no arguments against the | maux language, and have fur- 


' 


measure but what appear to! ther agreed to print the Gospel 
them to have been satisfactorily of St. Luke. These works 
answered. The version pub- have been placed under the su- 
lished by Bishop Beddel has perintendance of the Rev. Mr. 
been adopted by your commit- , Kohlmeister, a Missionary, late- 
tee, for the edition now prepar- | ly returned from Labrador, and, 
ing. consisting of 2000 copies of ; by a residence there of eighteen 
the New Testament only, on years, well acquainted with the 
stereotype. Esquimaux dialect. 
The society is not uninform- | [ Zo be continued. } 











Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
1810. 


July 25. Received of Rev. George Colton, of Bolton, § 3000 
Received of Rev. Thomas Mather Colton, of do. 1000 





Aug. 11. A Friend of Missions, , - - - 155 
17. Received of Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, collected 

in new settlements, - : - - 13 27 

| 27. Received of Rev. John Spencer, collected in 
fi! new settlements, - - - - 19 56 

; | | Received of Rev. Timothy Harris, collected in 
a new settlements, - - - -« 10 00 
it ow 
| G 8438 
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Note. Sundry articles of Foreign Intelligence are omitted for want of 
room, 
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